Old Testament Snapshots: Real People of the OT

Week 5: Solomon—Proverbs and Wisdom

June 3, 2012
GETTING THINGS STARTED
Bonnie began the lesson by asking us to brainstorm all the knowledge, facts, and information that we have about a specific sport, like golf (bogie vs. birdie, etc).  She gave other topics like cooking (with 5 spices vs. hoisin sauce, etc.), or other specific hobby or activity—anything associated with lots of details or information.
· Imagine going to another country and meeting someone who has never played the particular sport we discussed.  You could give this person all the knowledge, facts, and information on your list.  But would this person actually be able to play the sport?  Why or why not? [NOTE: The person would need an opportunity to actually apply the knowledge about the sport.]
· What’s the difference between knowledge and wisdom?  Is one more crucial to living a God-honoring life?  Explain.

This illustration is similar to the way we lead our lives.  We can acquire lots of knowledge, facts, and information about making good choices and honoring God and serving others, but we have limited influence and impact until we put these things into practice.  God wants us to apply wisdom to the way we live.  God doesn’t just want us to acquire lots of knowledge and ideas that we never use.

As a son of David and the designated successor to the throne of Israel, Solomon inherited leadership of God’s people.  David had restored a focus on God and created a level of peace for Israel, and while we could say that Israel under David was as close to God as she ever would be, we could also argue that Israel saw the height of its influence as a nation-state under Solomon.  Until his disobedience undermined his rule at the end of his life, Solomon was a worthy and God-focused ruler.  Much of this success can be attributed to Solomon’s humble pursuit of God-given wisdom in ruling the nation.

In 1 Kings 3, God came to Solomon in a dream as Solomon was beginning his rule of Israel. God promised to grant Solomon anything he desired. Solomon answered that he desired discernment so that he could rule Israel in a wise and God-honoring way.  God honored Solomon’s request, commending him for not seeking wealth, long life, or political power. God not only gave Solomon the wisdom he asked for, but God also blessed Solomon and Israel with wealth and prosperity.

Solomon understood that wisdom and knowledge of God were vital to a deep faith-life. This formula has not changed in the thousands of years since Solomon lived. We must know God to follow God, and we must apply God’s wisdom to lead lives that honor God. This lesson will challenge us to seek that wisdom through the Bible.  The Bible allows us to know God and God’s ways.  Applying the truths of God’s Word, with the empowering of the Spirit, is the key to living a God-centered life.  Solomon figured this out and wrote eloquently in Proverbs about this very subject.
Read Proverbs 2:1-11 (nlt)
1My child, listen to what I say, and treasure my commands. 2Tune your ears to wisdom, and concentrate on understanding. 3Cry out for insight, and ask for understanding. 4Search for them as you would for silver; seek them like hidden treasures. 5Then you will understand what it means to fear the Lord, and you will gain knowledge of God. 6For the Lord grants wisdom! From his mouth come knowledge and understanding. 7He grants a treasure of common sense to the honest. He is a shield to those who walk with integrity. 8He guards the paths of the just and protects those who are faithful to him. 9Then you will understand what is right, just, and fair, and you will find the right way to go. 10For wisdom will enter your heart, and knowledge will fill you with joy. 11Wise choices will watch over you. Understanding will keep you safe.
1. We must decide to seek and accept wisdom
· If someone told you that a box with $1 million was buried somewhere here in town, would you go searching for it or would you not bother?  Why?  Would having a map make a difference?
· Verse 4 says we ought to search for wisdom as if it were a treasure.  Does that mean wisdom is difficult to find, or is Solomon trying to communicate something else? Explain.

· As you look through this passage, what other active verbs do you see?  In other words, which words reveal the importance of us doing something to find and gain and apply wisdom?

· How aware are you of the Bible’s truths as you go throughout each day?  In other words, how does what you read in the Bible influence your decisions?

Factoid: There are 162 verses in the Bible referencing “knowledge” but 230 verses that references “wisdom”.  What do you think God is trying to say to us?

God has chosen to reveal truth and wisdom through the Bible.  When we read and study the Bible, we can know God and God’s character and God’s plans for us and for the world.  Want to know God and discover wisdom for your life?  Begin by knowing the Bible and seeking wisdom within its pages.
2. God is our truest, best source for wisdom
· Why does God give us wisdom for making good choices, instead of just sending us a text message or creating a website with step-by-step instructions on what we should do each day?
Someone said she wouldn’t take facebook messages seriously, but she would listen if a friend directly calls her.  Yet there is “a friend who sticks closer than a brother” (Prov. 18:24) who lives inside of you if you are a follower of Christ.  He is called the Holy Spirit who “will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that [Jesus had] said to you” (John 14:26) and “will guide you into all truth” (John 16:13).  All we need to do is get His Word inside of us so that He has something to work with to remind us of when the situation arises.  
For instance, when we are tempted to be lazy and sleep in all the time, we can remember Proverbs 6:9-11 “How long will you slumber, O sluggard?  When will you rise from your sleep?  A little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to sleep-so shall poverty come on you like a prowler, and your need like an armed man.”  You don’t want to be poor, do you?  Or Proverbs 26:14 “As a door turns on its hinges, so does a lazy man on his bed.”  Think about that when you reach for the snooze.
Or, when we are tempted to look down on your parents or curse them, remember Deuteronomy 27:16 “Cursed is the one who treats his father or his mother with contempt” or Exodus 21:17 or Leviticus 20:9 which says “everyone who curses his father or his mother shall surely be put to death.” 

Or, when we are tempted to rebel or be stubborn against God-ordained authority, we can remember the verse in 1 Samuel 15:23 that “rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry…”  We already know from Deuteronomy 18:10 that God hates witchcraft, so He must hate rebellion.  In fact, read Deuteronomy 21:18-21 to see what the men of Israel was supposed to do to a stubborn and rebellious son.  We already studied in Exodus 20:4 that He forbids idolatry or bowing down to images we make.

Ignorance may be bliss, but it can be dangerous not to know what God says in His word.  So I encourage you to read all of it and not miss out on seeing life from His point of view (another definition of wisdom).
· How and when have you discovered and experienced God’s wisdom in your life?

· God is our truest, best source for wisdom, but where else can you find wisdom that will help you lead a God-honoring life?

Bonnie said parents.  Jonathan said friends.  Another said learning from other people’s mistakes (For instance, don’t spit in the wind, don’t get angry and slam your left hand into a glass fire extinguiser case like Amare Stoudemire of the New York Knicks did on April 30 after losing game 2 to the Miami Heat in the NBA playoffs requiring stitches and sitting out game 3 which the Knicks lost again, or do what Washington Nationals rookie 19-year-old baseball phenom Bryce Harper did when he struckout during a team win on May 12.  He hit his bat on the wall in anger  which bounced back and hit his head requiring 10 stitches over his left eye to stop the bleeding .  Didn’t Yoda tell Skywalker that frustration leads to anger, anger leads to hate, and hate leads to suffering a bloody face?  If not, God said in James 1:20 that “the wrath of man does not produce the righteousness of God.”)
When we seek God, we will find God.  When we seek God’s wisdom, we will find it.  God will not hide it from us.  God is the creator of the universe and the source of life, and the wisdom God provides will lead us in the right direction.
3. Applying God’s wisdom makes our lives better
· Reread our passage and identify all the blessings and benefits of applying God’s wisdom to our lives.
· Which blessing or benefit surprises you most, and why?

· Which blessing or benefit means the most to you, and why?
· Does a better life mean an easier life?

God wants us to seek wisdom, to know him and his ways, and to see our lives transformed when we apply truth and wisdom.  God stands ready and willing to bless us when we pursue and follow wisdom.
APPLICATION

· Where in your life do you need more wisdom from God?  Where in the Bible might you begin your search for this wisdom?

· How often do you read the Bible? What steps can you take to grow in this personal habit?

· What people in your life can be valuable sources of wisdom and encouragement? How can you begin discovering wisdom from them?

· How can we encourage one another to grow as people of wisdom?

FOR KEEPS [MEMORY VERSE]

Psalm 119:105 “Your word is a lamp to guide my feet and a light for my path.”

You want more light to guide you?  Get more of His Word and keep taking steps forward in the light that it gives you.  Light in itself is just knowledge.  Moving in the light is wisdom (or applied knowledge).  Light is more useful when you use it to make progress in your journey.

LIVE Curriculum
