Old Testament Snapshots: Real People of the OT

Week 3: Ruth—The Value of Loyalty

May 20, 2012
GETTING THINGS STARTED
Follow this link to an incredible story of a toddler who survived a night in the woods thanks to the loyalty of his dog: thestate.com/2011/04/02/1762268/toddler-missing-overnight-found.html:

Posted on Sun, Apr. 03, 2011 

Sheriff: Dog kept missing child safe

By RACHAEL MYERS LOWE
rlowe@thestate.com 

The only things that protected 22-month-old Tyler Jacobson from the frigid overnight temperatures Friday were a T-shirt, a diaper and his favorite buddy — a mixed Labrador retriever. 

“To tell you the truth, that dog is what kept him alive,” Kershaw County Sheriff Jim Matthews told The State on Saturday. 

The heat from that dog may also be what prevented an infrared equipped search helicopter from spotting the missing child. 

Authorities weren’t told that the child’s best buddy was also missing when the 911 call came in to the Kershaw County Sheriff’s Department around 8 p.m. Friday night. 

The boy’s mother, Jacklyn Marie Jacobson, and her boyfriend Jose Gloria told investigators that Tyler went missing after leaving the bedroom where they were all watching a movie to get some juice. 

The call to authorities about 45 minutes later prompted a massive search of the wooded area radiating out from the home on Ashley Creek Drive in Elgin. Bloodhounds and about 25 members of area fire and police departments combed the woods while a helicopter ran a tight search pattern overhead. 

“The infrared picked up a lot of deer and other animals but no little boy,” Matthews said. The chopper flew until the need to refuel and increasing winds forced it to ground around 3 a.m. 

The searchers checked a nearby stream, and the above-ground pool in the Jacobsons’ backyard, to no avail. 

The search resumed Saturday morning with about 75 police, fire department and civilian volunteers. A man walking down the street alerted some searchers that he thought he heard crying in the woods. 

A crying Tyler, and his dog, was found about 200 yards from the road, a quarter-mile from his home. Cold but otherwise, apparently, OK. He was examined by emergency personnel on the scene and taken to a local clinic for evaluation. 

The boy’s biological father was flying home from his military assignment in Hawaii on Saturday night. Matthews said the state Department of Social Services had been notified that the living conditions in the boy’s home were “deplorable.” 

© 2012 TheState.com and wire service sources. All Rights Reserved. http://www.thestate.com
· What do you think of this dog? How does it compare to your dog or pet?

· How did the dog demonstrate the idea of loyalty?

· The article indicates that the parents may not have been doing a good job of caring for this child. If this is true, how were the parents failing to live up to the concept of loyalty to their son?

· The story of Tyler’s life-saving dog is an awesome story of loyalty. The dog stuck with the boy when others seemed to fail him. Loyalty and dependability are two of the best traits in any friendship. Yet loyalty and dependability are sometimes hard to practice. This lesson will help us think about what loyalty looks like and how we can strive to be more dependable in our relationships with friends, family members, and others.

Read Ruth 1:1-18 (nlt)
1In the days when the judges ruled in Israel, a severe famine came upon the land. So a man from Bethlehem in Judah left his home and went to live in the country of Moab, taking his wife and two sons with him. 2The man’s name was Elimelech, and his wife was Naomi. Their two sons were Mahlon and Kilion. They were Ephrathites from Bethlehem in the land of Judah. And when they reached Moab, they settled there.

3Then Elimelech died, and Naomi was left with her two sons. 4The two sons married Moabite women. One married a woman named Orpah, and the other a woman named Ruth. But about ten years later, 5both Mahlon and Kilion died. This left Naomi alone, without her two sons or her husband.

6Then Naomi heard in Moab that the Lord had blessed his people in Judah by giving them good crops again. So Naomi and her daughters-in-law got ready to leave Moab to return to her homeland. 7With her two daughters-in-law she set out from the place where she had been living, and they took the road that would lead them back to Judah.

8But on the way, Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, “Go back to your mothers’ homes. And may the Lord reward you for your kindness to your husbands and to me. 9May the Lord bless you with the security of another marriage.” Then she kissed them good-bye, and they all broke down and wept.

10“No,” they said. “We want to go with you to your people.”

11But Naomi replied, “Why should you go on with me? Can I still give birth to other sons who could grow up to be your husbands? 12No, my daughters, return to your parents’ homes, for I am too old to marry again. And even if it were possible, and I were to get married tonight and bear sons, then what? 13Would you wait for them to grow up and refuse to marry someone else? No, of course not, my daughters! Things are far more bitter for me than for you, because the Lord himself has raised his fist against me.”

14And again they wept together, and Orpah kissed her mother-in-law good-bye. But Ruth clung tightly to Naomi. 15“Look,” Naomi said to her, “your sister-in-law has gone back to her people and to her gods. You should do the same.”

16But Ruth replied, “Don’t ask me to leave you and turn back. Wherever you go, I will go; wherever you live, I will live. Your people will be my people, and your God will be my God. 17Wherever you die, I will die, and there I will be buried. May the Lord punish me severely if I allow anything but death to separate us!” 18When Naomi saw that Ruth was determined to go with her, she said nothing more.

Ruth is an incredible story of loyalty, faithfulness, and dependability. Though small in size, the book of Ruth packs a punch with its rich contextual elements that make the story applicable on so many levels. One of the more direct teachings is simply the model of the God-centered friendship between Ruth and her mother-in-law, Naomi.

Naomi lived in Jerusalem with her husband and two sons. In the midst of a drought, they moved to Moab, a land populated by non-Israelites about 60 miles east of Jerusalem. While there, Naomi’s sons married Moabite women; one was Ruth. The Moabites did not know God and worshipped a false god named Molech. But years later, Naomi’s husband and sons all died. She was a widow in a foreign land with only her two daughters-in-law to comfort and support her. Naomi urged her daughters to stay in Moab while she returned to Jerusalem. Because widows were some of the “least” in a society, Naomi figured that each of them would be better on her own, especially if her two daughters stayed in their homeland.
But Ruth would not leave her. Ruth committed to staying with Naomi, even though it meant an uncertain future. Ruth also pledged loyalty and devotion to God, forsaking the false gods of her people—an additional demonstration of loyalty and faithfulness to Naomi. And she showed great faith in God to meet their collective needs. Ruth is a timeless reminder of what God-centered friendships look like, especially when it comes to loyalty, faithfulness, and dependability.
Naomi and her daughters-in-law found themselves in a difficult situation. They lived in a male-dominated culture.  Women had little opportunity to make a living for themselves, so when a woman’s husband died, she had to rely on others, particularly relatives, to support her.  That’s why Ruth’s commitment to go with Naomi was so meaningful: Ruth was essentially saying that her love for Naomi outweighed her desire to take care of herself through conventional ways.  Ruth showed faith in God and loyalty toward Naomi.  
Who wants to have good friends in life?  A key to finding good friends is BEING or BECOMING a good friend.

Let’s take a closer look at three things we can do to develop and display our loyalty toward friends, family members, and other people in our lives.

1. Be there when you’re needed most

· What are some of the benefits of solid friendships?
· Think of a time when life was difficult but a friend stuck by you.  You don’t have to share all the details, but tell us why the experience remains so meaningful to you today.

· Did Ruth need Naomi or did Naomi need Ruth—or did they both need each other? Explain.

· Why is it so important to stick with friends or family during tough times?

· Does loyalty in a friendship depend on the actions or attitudes of the other person? Why or why not?

It can be tempting to walk away when things aren’t going well.  It may even be simpler and easier to not get involved, but that doesn’t mean it’s the right, best choice.  By being there when we’re needed most, we demonstrate our loyalty and commitment to the other person. We show that our hearts are in the right place and that we are loyal in our relationships.
[Remember the balance.  We are not advocating being in an unhealthy, abusive relationship where everything is only one way or you are being manipulated against your will to stay around as a friend.  Those are probably situations that you don’t want to walk into. Even if you are in that situation due to family ties, you must set healthy boundaries. If you are in bad situation, talk to your youth pastor privately or consider getting help from a trusted Christian counselor or clinical psychologist.  If you are in danger, call the police and the Department of Human Services!

Good friendships are mutually beneficial, but there are times when God wants us to show compassion and help those around us who don’t know better if bad relationships are all they’ve known growing up.  Pray about it.  Seek God’s will concerning friendships and close relationships.  

Everyone is responsible for their response.  You are not responsible if your ‘friend’ chooses to continually make wrong and harmful decisions called sin.  But you ARE responsible for your OWN decisions before God to be holy and righteous.
Remember 1 Corinthians 15:33 “Do not be deceived: ‘Evil company corrupts good habits.’”  Do not stay in those relationships.  Is God asking you to leave that relationship at this time?

Paul commands in 1 Corinthians 5:9 not to keep company with sexually immoral people.  Are you?

Paul adds more people to get away from in 1 Corinthians 5:11 – those that are covetous, idolator, reviler, drunkard, extortioner – not to even EAT with such a person; and in 2 Thessalonians 3:14 to leave those Christians who choose not to obey God’s word.]
2. Consider the other person’s best interests
· If we’re always looking out just for ourselves, how will this affect our ability or willingness to help others when they face problems?

· How did Ruth look out for Naomi’s best interests?

· In the long run, what do you gain by considering the best interests of others?  What sacrifices might you need to make?

· How do you know if a line has been crossed between healthy concern for another person and having another person take advantage of your kindness and compassion?
Being loyal means considering other people’s needs and best interests.  If we are only concerned with our comfort and our needs, we might not ever be willing to really dig in and help out.  But God calls us to be aware of other people’s needs and to respond in love; it’s a powerful demonstration of loyalty.  And in the long run, it helps us build incredibly meaningful relationships.
3. Stay true to your word
· Why is being reliable so important in a relationship?

· What are some examples of being reliable in a friendship—and some examples of being unreliable?

· If we are consistently people who cannot be counted on to keep our word, what affect will this have on our friendships?
· What commitments did Ruth make in this passage, and what’s the significance behind those verbal commitments?
God is faithful and reliable.  And as followers of Jesus, we should strive to be the same. When we prove that we are people who keep our promises, we show others that they can rely on us.  People can look to us and know that we’ll be there for them, no matter what. We should be known as people whose words are believable.
ADDITIONAL DISCUSSION:
· Think of some positive characteristics you have learned from your friends or your parents. How have you incorporated these characteristics into your life?
Proverbs 27:17 (nlt)
As iron sharpens iron, so a friend sharpens a friend.

· Read Proverbs 27:17. What are some specific ways you’ve been “sharpened” by the friends in your life? How have you “sharpened” others?
Galatians 6:2 (nlt)
Share each other’s burdens, and in this way obey the law of Christ.
· Read Galatians 6:2. Give some examples of how you might follow Paul’s words in Galatians and bear the burdens of your friends.

Ecclesiastes 4:9-10 (nlt)
9Two people are better off than one, for they can help each other succeed. 10If one person falls, the other can reach out and help. But someone who falls alone is in real trouble.

· Read Ecclesiastes 4:9-10. What other imagery or illustrations might depict the strength of friends standing together and supporting one another?
APPLICATION:

· What are some specific ways that you could be more loyal to your parents or other significant adults in your life?

· What does it look like to show loyalty to God?  How can you practice this in your life?
· Do other people see you as a good friend?  If yes, what are some ways you can become an even better friend?  If no, what specific steps can you take to grow in this area, or what specific areas might you need to examine and address?
For Keeps [Memory Verse]

But Ruth replied, “Don’t ask me to leave you and turn back. Wherever you go, I will go; wherever you live, I will live. Your people will be my people, and your God will be my God” (Ruth 1:16 NLT).
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