Old Testament Snapshots: Real People of the OT

Week 2: Judges—Samson’s Tragic Story
May 13, 2012
Video Intro: Tim Hawkins’ Hey There Delilah Song: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FNcMgGGOwzE
Intro:

· Tell us about the last time you and your family got lost on a trip—or the most memorable time it happened.

· Have you ever gotten lost even though you were using GPS or a map? Why are those situations even more frustrating than getting lost when you don’t have any kind of assistance?
It’s frustrating to get lost while using GPS because GPS is supposed to be a superior method of getting you from point A to point B. We trust it to be accurate. And while you may not drive into a lake or end up at a dead end or find yourself in a different town, when GPS takes you the wrong way, you’re often more lost than you were to begin with. In today’s lesson, we’re going to see what happens when we rely on ourselves instead of God to lead the direction of our lives.

Read Judges 16:4-30 (nlt)
4Some time later Samson fell in love with a woman named Delilah, who lived in the valley of Sorek. 5The rulers of the Philistines went to her and said, “Entice Samson to tell you what makes him so strong and how he can be overpowered and tied up securely. Then each of us will give you 1,100 pieces of silver.”

6So Delilah said to Samson, “Please tell me what makes you so strong and what it would take to tie you up securely.”

7Samson replied, “If I were tied up with seven new bowstrings that have not yet been dried, I would become as weak as anyone else.”

8So the Philistine rulers brought Delilah seven new bowstrings, and she tied Samson up with them. 9She had hidden some men in one of the inner rooms of her house, and she cried out, “Samson! The Philistines have come to capture you!” But Samson snapped the bowstrings as a piece of string snaps when it is burned by a fire. So the secret of his strength was not discovered.

10Afterward Delilah said to him, “You’ve been making fun of me and telling me lies! Now please tell me how you can be tied up securely.”

11Samson replied, “If I were tied up with brand-new ropes that had never been used, I would become as weak as anyone else.”

12So Delilah took new ropes and tied him up with them. The men were hiding in the inner room as before, and again Delilah cried out, “Samson! The Philistines have come to capture you!” But again Samson snapped the ropes from his arms as if they were thread.

13Then Delilah said, “You’ve been making fun of me and telling me lies! Now tell me how you can be tied up securely.”

Samson replied, “If you were to weave the seven braids of my hair into the fabric on your loom and tighten it with the loom shuttle, I would become as weak as anyone else.”

So while he slept, Delilah wove the seven braids of his hair into the fabric. 14Then she tightened it with the loom shuttle. Again she cried out, “Samson! The Philistines have come to capture you!” But Samson woke up, pulled back the loom shuttle, and yanked his hair away from the loom and the fabric.

15Then Delilah pouted, “How can you tell me, ‘I love you,’ when you don’t share your secrets with me? You’ve made fun of me three times now, and you still haven’t told me what makes you so strong!” 16She tormented him with her nagging day after day until he was sick to death of it.

17Finally, Samson shared his secret with her. “My hair has never been cut,” he confessed, “for I was dedicated to God as a Nazirite from birth. If my head were shaved, my strength would leave me, and I would become as weak as anyone else.”

18Delilah realized he had finally told her the truth, so she sent for the Philistine rulers. “Come back one more time,” she said, “for he has finally told me his secret.” So the Philistine rulers returned with the money in their hands. 19 Delilah lulled Samson to sleep with his head in her lap, and then she called in a man to shave off the seven locks of his hair. In this way she began to bring him down, and his strength left him.

20Then she cried out, “Samson! The Philistines have come to capture you!”

When he woke up, he thought, “I will do as before and shake myself free.” But he didn’t realize the Lord had left him.

21So the Philistines captured him and gouged out his eyes. They took him to Gaza, where he was bound with bronze chains and forced to grind grain in the prison.

22But before long, his hair began to grow back.

23The Philistine rulers held a great festival, offering sacrifices and praising their god, Dagon. They said, “Our god has given us victory over our enemy Samson!”

24When the people saw him, they praised their god, saying, “Our god has delivered our enemy to us! The one who killed so many of us is now in our power!”

25Half drunk by now, the people demanded, “Bring out Samson so he can amuse us!” So he was brought from the prison to amuse them, and they had him stand between the pillars supporting the roof.

26Samson said to the young servant who was leading him by the hand, “Place my hands against the pillars that hold up the temple. I want to rest against them.” 27Now the temple was completely filled with people. All the Philistine rulers were there, and there were about 3,000 men and women on the roof who were watching as Samson amused them.

28Then Samson prayed to the Lord, “Sovereign Lord, remember me again. O God, please strengthen me just one more time. With one blow let me pay back the Philistines for the loss of my two eyes.” 29Then Samson put his hands on the two center pillars that held up the temple. Pushing against them with both hands, 30he prayed, “Let me die with the Philistines.” And the temple crashed down on the Philistine rulers and all the people. So he killed more people when he died than he had during his entire lifetime.

Samson is sometimes depicted as a heroic strongman, but the Bible reveals that he was a deeply flawed and failed character.  Samson was a leader of Israel, a judge.  Enormous potential lay in front of him.  He could have been remembered as one who led the people closer to God.  Instead, he is remembered as someone who selfishly chose his own way.

Understanding the depth of Samson’s flaws begins by understanding the Nazirite vow. In Judges 13:5, God came to Samson’s mother (who had been barren up to that point) and promised to give her a son who would be Israel’s leader and would rescue the people from the oppression of the Philistines.  An angel of God told Samson’s parents that their child would be a “Nazirite from birth.”  The Nazirites were people who were specifically devoted to God.  A few aspects of this vow dealt with restrictions of behavior: They were not allowed to cut their hair, they could not drink any fermented beverage, and they could not come into contact with the dead. It was a special way of showing devotion to God.

As you follow Samson’s life, you find that he broke each of these restrictions. He broke the restriction pertaining to the dead in Judges 14:9, 14:19, and 15:15. In Judges 14:10, he participated in a feast that likely involved drunken revelry; many scholars believe this could have been an instance when Samson broke the prohibition against drinking fermented beverages. Finally, in the passage you’ll study in this lesson, Samson tells Delilah that the secret of his strength is in his hair.  Once his head is sheared, the final component of his vow is broken.  In what has to be one of the most heartbreaking moments of Samson’s life, Judges 16:20 says that the Lord left Samson, but he didn’t even know it.  A life of selfish pleasure had finally come full circle.

While God did indeed exact some measure of judgment on the Philistines through Samson later in Judges 16, Samson did not seem to be the deliverer God desired him to be.  There is a powerful lesson for us here: God’s mission is moving forward all around us.  If we give our lives to be utilized for God’s purposes, God will use us to advance his kingdom.  If we instead lead lives motivated by our own purposes, we rob ourselves of opportunities to be used for God’s glory.

This passage describes events at the end of Samson’s life. Samson had the potential to live a great life for God, but his self-centeredness lead to his downfall.
1. We can live for God or we can live for ourselves
· Why is it so tempting to lead a self-centered life?

· What does it look like when we live for ourselves instead of living for God?

· Why are we given the choice of either living for ourselves or living for God?  Why doesn’t God force us to obey?

2. Abandoning God’s way leaves us vulnerable
· If you go hiking in a wilderness area and you wander from the trail, what risks might you face? Why is it important to stay on the trail?

· Why did Samson share the secret of his strength with Delilah?  Why did he fail to recognize or appreciate the consequences?

· What are some distractions or temptations that can pull you away from God’s path?

Samson made the mistake of abandoning God’s way and choosing to live selfishly.  This wasn’t the first time he ignored God’s way; he had acted selfishly and had done his own thing so many times before, and everything had worked out OK.  We can relate to this sometimes, right?  We may choose to ignore God’s leading, but at some point, if we continue to do things our way, we find ourselves in a place we really don’t want to be.  We suddenly are vulnerable to greater temptation or destructive behavior or deadly influences or people who may use or abuse us.  We find ourselves way off the path God created for us. And this is not a good place to be.
3. Following God’s way provides certainty and confidence
Before Samson was born, an angel had told his mother that Samson would be used by God to deliver the Israelites from the Philistines.  Near the end of Judges 16, we see Samson finally getting back in line with God’s plan for his life.  Imagine how much more of an impact Samson would have had if he always followed God’s leading.  When we seek to follow God’s direction for our lives, we put ourselves in the perfect position to make an impact.  We give God full reign to open up awesome opportunities to be a part of advancing the kingdom.
· When do you feel the most certainty and confidence in your faith—and when do those things seem to be absent?

· Do you struggle with trusting God to lead you in the best possible direction for your life?  Why or why not?

· What is the relationship between our level of trust and our willingness to let God direct our lives?

· Does following God’s way mean that things will always go smoothly? Why or why not?

APPLICATION

· Think about your life, your choices, and the motivations for doing what you do. On a scale of 1 to 10, with “1” meaning “Not very much” and “10” meaning “Completely in control,” how much control does God have in your life right now?
· If you answered pretty high, what can you do to take it to the next level?  In what areas can God continue to change and transform you? 
· If you rated God’s leading in your life as pretty low, why did you rank yourself so low?  What steps can you take toward following God more consistently?
· What will it take for you to break down the obstacles standing in the way of you allowing God to be the leader of your life?
For Keeps [Memory Verse]

For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things he planned for us long ago (Ephesians 2:10 NLT).
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