Old Testament Snapshots: Real People of the OT

Week 1: Joshua and Caleb—Facing a Hostile World
May 6, 2012
Think about a time when you found yourself completely out of place. Maybe you were at a sporting event and you were sitting in the opponent’s section. Or maybe you were traveling in another country where you didn’t speak the language. Whatever the case, be ready to share a story in just a moment, after I tell you about an experience from my own life.

I remember going on a mission trip to Mongolia.  The only Asian among a group of American doctors, I stood out.  Everywhere I went (Korea, Beijing, UlanBaatar), everyone assumed I spoke their language.  I learned to carry a phrasebook with me and try to memorize a few phrases.

Richard reminisced on coming to an American high school straight from China.  He confessed he was nervous and scared the first day but got through it, since it was his choice to attend Victory.   
How about your story?

· What did it feel like when you were in the situation you described? What thoughts went through your mind?

· Did you choose to be there or did someone else get you in the situation? Is it easier to handle those situations when it isn’t your choice to be there?

· What lesson did you learn from being in this situation? Is there something you might do differently next time?

It isn’t fun to be in a situation where we stand out or we’re out of place.  Let’s be honest: It’s easier to just go with the flow, in many cases.  But what we’re going to see today is that in certain situations, we must stand up and stick out.  When it comes to taking a stand for God or for what’s right, we can’t compromise what we are called to do and who we are called to be.  We’ll see an example in this lesson of two guys who took a bold stand for God and what happened as a result.

Read Numbers 13:25–14:10, 26-30 (nlt)
25After exploring the land for forty days, the men returned 26to Moses, Aaron, and the whole community of Israel at Kadesh in the wilderness of Paran.  They reported to the whole community what they had seen and showed them the fruit they had taken from the land. 27This was their report to Moses: “We entered the land you sent us to explore, and it is indeed a bountiful country—a land flowing with milk and honey.  Here is the kind of fruit it produces. 28But the people living there are powerful, and their towns are large and fortified. We even saw giants there, the descendants of Anak! 29The Amalekites live in the Negev, and the Hittites, Jebusites, and Amorites live in the hill country.  The Canaanites live along the coast of the Mediterranean Sea and along the Jordan Valley.”

30But Caleb tried to quiet the people as they stood before Moses.  “Let’s go at once to take the land,” he said. “We can certainly conquer it!”

31But the other men who had explored the land with him disagreed.  “We can’t go up against them! They are stronger than we are!” 32So they spread this bad report about the land among the Israelites: “The land we traveled through and explored will devour anyone who goes to live there. All the people we saw were huge. 33We even saw giants there, the descendants of Anak. Next to them we felt like grasshoppers, and that’s what they thought, too!”

Numbers 14
1Then the whole community began weeping aloud, and they cried all night. 2Their voices rose in a great chorus of protest against Moses and Aaron. “If only we had died in Egypt, or even here in the wilderness!” they complained. 3“Why is the Lord taking us to this country only to have us die in battle? Our wives and our little ones will be carried off as plunder! Wouldn’t it be better for us to return to Egypt?” 4Then they plotted among themselves, “Let’s choose a new leader and go back to Egypt!”

5Then Moses and Aaron fell face down on the ground before the whole community of Israel. 6Two of the men who had explored the land, Joshua son of Nun and Caleb son of Jephunneh, tore their clothing. 7They said to all the people of Israel, “The land we traveled through and explored is a wonderful land! 8And if the Lord is pleased with us, he will bring us safely into that land and give it to us. It is a rich land flowing with milk and honey. 9Do not rebel against the Lord, and don’t be afraid of the people of the land. They are only helpless prey to us! They have no protection, but the Lord is with us! Don’t be afraid of them!”

10But the whole community began to talk about stoning Joshua and Caleb. Then the glorious presence of the Lord appeared to all the Israelites at the Tabernacle.

...

26Then the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, 27“How long must I put up with this wicked community and its complaints about me? Yes, I have heard the complaints the Israelites are making against me. 28Now tell them this: ‘As surely as I live, declares the Lord, I will do to you the very things I heard you say. 29You will all drop dead in this wilderness! Because you complained against me, every one of you who is twenty years old or older and was included in the registration will die. 30You will not enter and occupy the land I swore to give you. The only exceptions will be Caleb son of Jephunneh and Joshua son of Nun
.’”
As we dive into this passage, God had freed the Israelites from slavery in Egypt, and Moses was leading them into the wilderness.  The Israelites were poised to enter into the land God had promised them through his covenant with Abraham.  Their God-ordained future was at hand.  Yet when 12 spies returned with a report on the land, Israel rebelled against God.  All of the spies except Caleb and Joshua found the obstacles in the land to be too great for the Israelites to overcome.  Only Joshua and Caleb believed in God’s sovereign power and God’s ability to deliver the Promised Land into their hands.  Only Joshua and Caleb stood up boldly for what was right.

Every Christ-follower faces moments when they can choose to take a stand. For you, those opportunities are most likely to happen at school or with your peer group.  When this happens, will you have the boldness to do what’s right and stand up for God?  Sometimes the presence of just one or two friends can make all the difference in these situations—you can experience an extra measure of boldness knowing God is on your side and key friends are on your side, too.
This is the first of six lessons focused on some noteworthy men and women from the Old Testament.  In this lesson, we’ll see how Joshua and Caleb professed great faith in God’s plan, and despite strong opposition, Joshua and Caleb didn’t back down.
1. You can’t always anticipate “stand up for God” moments
God had acted visibly and dramatically in the Israelites’ lives.  God had delivered them from slavery in Egypt and had performed amazing miracles in doing so.  Yet here was a group of Israelite leaders saying there was no way they could conquer this land.  In their distress, they doubted God and God’s plan.  It’s unlikely Joshua and Caleb had expected they would be the only spies who knew God would help them defeat their enemies—but they held firm to their faith in God.
· Think of a recent time when you took a stand for God or for what’s right. Did the opportunity emerge spontaneously, or were you expecting it?
· How did you feel in the middle of this situation—and after you had taken your stand?
· What are some specific examples of how God has cared for you or protected you? How do these past moments give confidence and hope for the future?
· Why were Joshua and Caleb eager and ready to stand up for God?
2. God will help you see what is right and true
· All 12 spies recognized the beauty and abundance of the land they had seen, but 10 said they couldn’t defeat the people who lived there.  What words or phrases from this passage reveal the fear of these 10 spies?  Why does fear sometimes keep us from seeing what is right and true about a situation?
· This was the land God had promised to give them, which must have meant God would help them defeat any enemies, so why did the Israelites listen to the 10 spies and not to Caleb and Joshua?

· What are some of the challenges you face if you stand up for God or what’s right?

· Why do we care what people think about us when it comes to making a stand?

· Compared to adults do you think it’s easier or more difficult for teenagers to stand for God and for what’s right? Why?

It can be really tough to take a stand when everyone is against you.  Most of us want to avoid conflict and keep our heads down.  But in this passage, we see Joshua and Caleb standing up for what was right, in front of the entire nation of Israel.  They knew what was true and right about God, and they had confidence in God’s plan and God’s promises.  We can live with the same kind of boldness.

3. When you stand for God, you never stand alone

· Is it easier to stand up for what’s right when you’re alone or when you have a friend or two by your side? Why?

· Neither Joshua nor Caleb were alone in standing up for what was right.  How do you think they felt knowing that a friend believed the same way and was willing to boldly declare it—especially when the crowds began to talk about killing them?
· If you knew a friend or a group of friends would be standing with you, either literally or metaphorically, how might that inspire you to stand up for what’s right?
· Have you ever considered the impact your stand might have on others who might be nervous or scared to stand up for their faith?  How would it make you feel knowing that you had given someone the strength to stand up for Christ?
God honored Joshua and Caleb’s faith, and they found a measure of strength knowing that they didn’t stand alone, even when they faced hostility from the people.  We may sometimes feel like the whole world is against us, but when we look more closely, we likely will see that others are standing up for what’s right, too. (e.g. Elijah and the 7000 prophets 1 Kings 19:14,18)  And ultimately, we never stand alone if we’re standing up for God, because God is right there with us. You + God = majority.

2 Corinthians 5:21 (nlt)
For God made Christ, who never sinned, to be the offering for our sin, so that we could be made right with God through Christ.

· Read 2 Corinthians 5:21. When we internalize, or fully understand, what Christ did for us, how can that affect our willingness to stand up for him and for what’s right?
Romans 8:31 (nlt)
What shall we say about such wonderful things as these? If God is for us, who can ever be against us?

· Read Romans 8:31. How do these words echo the experience of Joshua and Caleb in our main passage?
· What is the cost of not standing up?  In your mind, what do you stand to lose by going with the flow and not standing up for God or for what’s right?

APPLICATION
· Think about your daily activities and interactions—especially ones at school. Brainstorm some situations where you might have opportunities to stand up for God or for what’s right.
· How can you begin to prepare yourself for the opportunities you will have to stand up for God? Are you ready for the next chance you will get?
· How can we support and encourage each other in taking a stand for God or for what’s right?
For Keeps [Memory Verse]

What shall we say about such wonderful things as these? If God is for us, who can ever be against us? (Romans 8:31 NLT).
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