Deuteronomy: Lives That Honor God

Week 4: A Life of Meaning

April 29, 2012

We started out talking about the TV game Deal or No Deal.  In this game, the contestant apparently has to eliminate lower cash amounts in order to get a better deal.  They can keep what they chose or try for a higher amount.  If the amount they chose next was lower, then they would forfeit it all.  

Here were some questions we threw in later:

· How did you decide to keep a hidden prize or exchange it for something else? How would you evaluate the choices you made?

· Is this a “fair” game?  Is there any way to make a wiser, more informed decision?

· How is this game similar to—or different from—the process of making wise choices in life?
We all face numerous decisions every day. Fortunately, we don’t have to leave things up to chance like you did in this activity. This game didn’t require wisdom, just luck, but in the real world, you need wisdom in making the best choices on how to live a meaningful life. When you choose to follow and obey God, you place yourself in a position of discovering and experiencing purpose in life.
Read Deuteronomy 30:11-20 (nlt)
11“This command I am giving you today is not too difficult for you to understand, and it is not beyond your reach. 12It is not kept in heaven, so distant that you must ask, ‘Who will go up to heaven and bring it down so we can hear it and obey?’ 13It is not kept beyond the sea, so far away that you must ask, ‘Who will cross the sea to bring it to us so we can hear it and obey?’ 14No, the message is very close at hand; it is on your lips and in your heart so that you can obey it.

15“Now listen! Today I am giving you a choice between life and death, between prosperity and disaster. 16For I command you this day to love the Lord your God and to keep his commands, decrees, and regulations by walking in his ways. If you do this, you will live and multiply, and the Lord your God will bless you and the land you are about to enter and occupy.

17“But if your heart turns away and you refuse to listen, and if you are drawn away to serve and worship other gods, 18then I warn you now that you will certainly be destroyed. You will not live a long, good life in the land you are crossing the Jordan to occupy.

19“Today I have given you the choice between life and death, between blessings and curses. Now I call on heaven and earth to witness the choice you make. Oh, that you would choose life, so that you and your descendants might live! 20You can make this choice by loving the Lord your God, obeying him, and committing yourself firmly to him. This is the key to your life. And if you love and obey the Lord, you will live long in the land the Lord swore to give your ancestors Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.”
As with the other lessons in this series, this week’s passage features Moses giving the Israelites God’s rules and principles to govern their covenant relationship with God. The context surrounding this passage finds Moses in the last section of his last speech to the Israelites. Moses is, in essence, winding down in his role as leader of the Israelites.

Moses placed before the Israelites the choice between living for God and living for themselves, the choice between life and death.  If the Israelites committed to following God, they would experience life, purpose, and meaning.  If they chose not to follow God, death and separation from God would follow.  This is pretty much the same choice we must make in our own lives.

1. Following God leads to life

· How does following God’s ways bring life to us?  Is it quantity or quality life?  (You may confer Exodus 20:12 or Ephesians 6:2-3)
· What’s the connection between walking in God’s ways and loving God?

· What does this passage reveal about God’s provision and protection for those he loves?

· If the choice between God and sin is as powerful as the choice between life and death, why are many people unwilling to choose God?

This passage makes a really strong statement about the choice we have to make about God. Moses instructed the Israelites to choose life or to choose death.  He told them that if they wanted life, they must choose to follow God.  Moses equated securing God’s blessing with following God’s commands.  Here’s the cool thing for us: If we put our faith in Christ, God looks on us and sees us as righteous because of the work Jesus did on our behalf.  By choosing to follow Christ, we truly receive life and God’s blessings according to his will. 
2. Apart from God, there is no life

· These were pretty strong words from God to the Israelites.  What emotions or feelings do these words stir up in you?
· Why does God take sin so seriously?  Is it about His reputation or about their ultimate well-being?  What do you think God was trying to protect the Israelites from?

· How have you seen examples of the “full life” God promises in your own life and the lives of Christ-followers you know?
· As Christians, what is our responsibility in helping people understand the choice between life and death?
No one really likes to see the side of God that punishes sin perfectly and justly.  It hits too close to home!  We know that we’re all sinners and struggle to live a holy life.  We see God’s judgment of sin in the Old Testament and it makes us incredibly thankful for the redemption and forgiveness offered in Christ.  When people refuse God’s gift of forgiveness and grace through Christ, in essence, they choose death over life.  They choose to bear the full penalty of their own sins before God.  Apart from God, we cannot experience eternal life.
3. Following God unlocks meaning and purpose
· Agree or disagree?

· How is your choice to follow Christ both a one-time choice and a daily choice?  

· What do you think Moses meant in verse 20 by saying the key to life is loving God, obeying God, and committing to following God?
· Can you remember a time when you listened for God’s leading when you faced a decision or temptation?  How did God lead you through that experience?

The Israelites were promised a long life in the Promised Land if they chose to follow God in love and obedience.  We can see parallels here in the life we are promised when we choose to follow Christ.  Our lives experience a fullness and a meaning that are not possible outside of a relationship with Christ.  We are enabled to live with a purpose that is only possible with Christ.

ADDITIONAL DISCUSSION

John 14:6 (nlt)
Jesus told him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one can come to the Father except through me.”
· Read John 14:6. Where and when have you heard people say there are other ways to “life” besides faith in Jesus?  How did you respond?

· If you were asked, “Why do you believe Jesus is the only way to heaven,” how would you respond?

· When Jesus says he is “the way,” what does that mean to you?  How would you describe to someone how Jesus is the “way” to life?

John 10:10 (nlt)
“The thief’s purpose is to steal and kill and destroy. My purpose is to give them a rich and satisfying life.”
· Read John 10:10. How can we be promised a full, abundant, satisfying life but still experience pain, trials, and suffering?

APPLICATION
· Describe when you made the decision to follow Christ.

· What are some examples of times when this choice has led you to have to make some tough decisions?

· What purpose and meaning have you experienced since choosing to follow Christ?

· How can you increase your desire to see other people make this same choice in their lives, and how can you become more involved in helping them make that choice?
For Keeps [Memory Verse]

“Now listen! Today I am giving you a choice between life and death, between prosperity and disaster” (Deuteronomy 30:15 NLT).
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