1 Corinthians: An Inward Look

Week 6: All You Need Is Love

May 12, 2013
GETTING THINGS STARTED
· Josh started the lesson by asking “What is love?”

Responses: 

Kelsie: “Baby, don’t hurt me…”

Hsin-Roe: There are 3 types of love:

1. Agape love (G26) -– Unconditional love; God’s love
2. Phileo (G5368) – love of a friend; Brotherly love
3. Eros – Love between a husband and a wife
Josh added a fourth:
4. Storge (G5384) – Cherishing one’s parents or children; “Family” love
· If you had to depict or represent love with an ordinary, everyday object, what would you choose, and why?
· Do you think our culture presents a balanced, healthy perspective on what love is? Why or why not?
Seth mentioned that our culture depicts love in a very selfish, “what’s in it for me” way in movies, advertisements, music, social media.

· Why do people place such a high value on love?  Why is it something we all seek and desire?

As Christ-followers, we have a lot of characteristics that identify us as children of God.  But if we had to boil it down to one main characteristic, if we had to define our essence, what would it be?  Love is the way people know God is working in our lives.
Read 1 Corinthians 13:1-7 (nlt)
1If I could speak all the languages of earth and of angels, but didn’t love others, I would only be a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2If I had the gift of prophecy, and if I understood all of God’s secret plans and possessed all knowledge, and if I had such faith that I could move mountains, but didn’t love others, I would be nothing. 3If I gave everything I have to the poor and even sacrificed my body, I could boast about it; but if I didn’t love others, I would have gained nothing.

4Love is patient and kind.  Love is not jealous or boastful or proud 5or rude.  It does not demand its own way.  It is not irritable, and it keeps no record of being wronged. 6It does not rejoice about injustice but rejoices whenever the truth wins out. 7Love never gives up, never loses faith, is always hopeful, and endures through every circumstance.

Paul had just finished a large section of verses where he talked about spiritual gifts.  He admonished some of the Christians for misusing gifts; he chided some for being jealous of others’ gifts; and he basically tried to provide context for how different gifts were given to different Christians.  Apparently, there was a lot of discord being caused over this.  And Paul knew that this was never supposed to be the case regarding how Christ-followers were using their gifts in the local church.  Paul knew there must be something to govern the disharmony that was cropping up in the church.  Thus, this passage on love.

What if we loved others with the love Paul describes in 1 Corinthians?  How would our churches be?  How would our youth groups be?  What a harmonious and positive environment we would be living in.

This is the final lesson in our study of the book of 1 Corinthians. It’s fitting that we examine a passage of Scripture that’s familiar to many followers of Christ. Let’s take a closer look.
1. As Christ-followers, we must value genuine love

· What is Paul communicating about love in verses 1 to 3? Why does he make these particular statements about our actions and why they are meaningless if we don’t love others?
· Why does Paul talk about noisy gongs and clanging cymbals in verse 1?
· Why do people sometimes do good things with selfish motivations?

· How is it possible to have great knowledge and faith, but not show love for others?
· Vs. 4: What does it mean to be patient?

Daniel: “Forgiving; overlooking offense”

· What does it mean to be kind?  “Be nice”
· What does it mean to not be jealous?  “Be happy for the other person when things go their way.”
· (Continue this exercise for each way vs. 4-7 describes love)
· Is perfect, pure love possible apart from God?  Why or why not?

Without the love of God motivating our actions, our words, and our thoughts, they are all wasted.  Our lives must be defined by love, and we must value genuine love that comes from God. Otherwise, we’re just making a lot of noise!
2. We are called to love God and others with a powerful, pure love
· How do we see patience in God’s love for us?  What’s an example in your life where you had to show patient love to someone?

· What person do you know who is particularly kind?  How does this person’s kindness make others feel?

· The ugly side of love is envy or jealousy.  How does this take love and twist it?  How important is it to show love for others that is “envy proof”?

· What is the opposite of pride?  How is a humble love a God-honoring love?

· How can love be selfish?  Why is selfish love particularly harmful?

You get the picture of how powerful this love can be!  If we can begin to seek out this love to be people who love others in this way, you can quickly see what an impact it would make on our world.  Which leads us to our final point.

3. True love is known by its actions
· One of the hardest things for us is to not keep a record of wrongs.  How does God love us in this way?  How can we show this love to others?

· God calls us to demonstrate a love that never gives up, according to verse 7.  Why is this important?  How does it reflect God’s character?

· What is so powerful about loving people with a hopeful love, about bringing the hope of Christ into the lives of others?

The love that God has poured out on us can be described by Paul’s words.  It is a love that is not meant to be kept secret, but to be given freely to all we come in contact with.  You are called to love in this way.  If you can begin to accept this call, you will see the world around you transformed through God’s love in you.
ADDITIONAL DISCUSSION
Luke 6:27-36 (nlt)
27“But to you who are willing to listen, I say, love your enemies!  Do good to those who hate you. 28Bless those who curse you.  Pray for those who hurt you. 29If someone slaps you on one cheek, offer the other cheek also.  If someone demands your coat, offer your shirt also. 30Give to anyone who asks; and when things are taken away from you, don’t try to get them back. 31Do to others as you would like them to do to you.

32“If you love only those who love you, why should you get credit for that?  Even sinners love those who love them! 33And if you do good only to those who do good to you, why should you get credit?  Even sinners do that much! 34And if you lend money only to those who can repay you, why should you get credit?  Even sinners will lend to other sinners for a full return.

35“Love your enemies!  Do good to them.  Lend to them without expecting to be repaid. Then your reward from heaven will be very great, and you will truly be acting as children of the Most High, for he is kind to those who are unthankful and wicked. 36You must be compassionate, just as your Father is compassionate.”

· Read Luke 6:27-36.  How does this passage connect to the passage from 1 Corinthians 13?  What similar themes can you identify?
· How does this passage go against the ideals we see expressed in our world each day?
· What are some examples of how this practically is lived out in your world?
· What if we are known publicly as Christ-followers, yet are unloving in our ways? What does that do to the name of Jesus?

APPLICATION
· If we think about the love Paul describes in 1 Corinthians 13, how are you doing at living this out?  Are you truly known by your love for others?
· Which aspect of love do you do a pretty good job of expressing?  Which particular attribute of love do you struggle to express?

· How can you take your expression of God’s love to the next level?  How can you be more dynamic in your expression of this love?
SUMMARY 
As Christians, our love for God and for others is a defining characteristic.  It is supposed to separate us from the rest of the world.  This week’s primary passage of Scripture is such a great example of what this love should look like.  This type of love described in 1 Corinthians 13 should be the love we have for strangers and friends alike, for those within the church and for those outside of the church.

For Keeps [Memory Verse]

Love never gives up, never loses faith, is always hopeful, and endures through every circumstance (1 Corinthians 13:7 NLT).
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