Romans: The Gospel In Action

Week 5: Get Moving

March 10, 2013

GETTING THINGS STARTED
We watched a clip involving Penn Gillette of the group Penn and Teller.  Penn Gillette is an extremely versatile performer.  For years he has performed all over the country and been on countless TV shows as an illusionist, lecturer, and comedian.  He is very intelligent, ultra-creative, and pretty funny.  He also is an atheist. This video features Gillette talking about an encounter he had with a Christian after one of his live performance shows.

NOTE: Though the previous paragraph praises some of Penn Gillette’s characteristics, his acts and online content can be quite profane. The video clip does not contain any profanity or vulgarity, though it does feature him directly stating his belief that God does not exist.

www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZhG-tkQ_Q2w
· What is your overall response to this video?

· How do you know this stranger left a mark on Penn Gillette?

· Based on what Gillette says near the end of the video, was the stranger who spoke with him “successful” or did he “fail”?  Explain.
Today’s lesson is about bringing the message of Jesus to those who need it.  It’s not hard to imagine that the stranger who shared his faith with Penn Gillette might have been nervous. After all, Gillette is a celebrity who is openly opposed to religion and a belief in God.  Yet this man took the chance to openly talk to Gillette about his faith.  And while it doesn’t appear that Gillette has changed his stance on his belief in God, it is obvious that the man’s efforts made some impact.
Read Romans 10:8-15 (nlt)
8In fact, it says, “The message is very close at hand; it is on your lips and in your heart.”

And that message is the very message about faith that we preach: 9If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. 10For it is by believing in your heart that you are made right with God, and it is by confessing with your mouth that you are saved. 11As the Scriptures tell us, “Anyone who trusts in Him will never be disgraced.” 12Jew and Gentile are the same in this respect. They have the same Lord, who gives generously to all who call on Him. 13For “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”

14But how can they call on Him to save them unless they believe in Him?  And how can they believe in Him if they have never heard about Him?  And how can they hear about Him unless someone tells them? 15And how will anyone go and tell them without being sent? That is why the Scriptures say, “How beautiful are the feet of messengers who bring good news!”

This passage is part of a larger section where Paul is teaching that God’s righteousness is available to Jews and Gentiles alike.  This section fleshes out the plan God had for extending righteousness to all people by His grace through faith in Jesus.  It is a unifying principle, yet one that rankled many Jews.

Paul starts this passage by dealing with the means this salvation, this righteousness, is made available to all people.  It is not by some secret knowledge or through good works.  It is by faith in the person of Christ and the atoning sacrifice he made on the cross, expressed through belief (heart) and public confession (mouth).  Paul comforts the Gentile believers in Rome (and countless believers throughout the ages) with words of assurance: No matter your nationality or ethnicity, the righteousness of Christ is available to all through faith.  Paul ends the passage with an appeal, making a strong case that belief cannot happen unless the gospel is heard.  And for it to be heard, it must be preached by someone who already has placed his or her faith in Christ.

You who are followers of Christ have the gift of life within your grasp.  You have the gospel. You have experienced rebirth and are assured of eternal life in relationship with God.  You are also in the midst of a great sea of their peers who do not know Christ as Savior—intelligent, passionate teenagers, open to spiritual concepts and armed with a willingness to act on their convictions.  These students need Christ!  And you teenagers who know Christ are God’s plan to meet the spiritual needs of your peers.

This is the fifth of six lessons from the book of Romans. This is an awesome lesson that looks at the basics of the message of Jesus and at our call to be people who carry the message to those who need it.  Let’s see how we can apply this to our lives.
1. Following Jesus begins with recognizing and confessing truth
· In verses 9 and 10, Paul seems to be saying that it’s important to both believe inwardly in Jesus and confess openly about Jesus.  Why are both important?
· We are saved by our faith in Christ, and authentic faith leads to certain behavioral changes on our part.  To believe Jesus is Lord is to submit your life to His lordship. Explain what this looks like in your life.

· Why isn’t “being a good person” a foundation of what it means to receive God’s salvation?  After all, we’re supposed to be good, right?  (See Ephesians 2:8-9)
When we see Jesus for who He is, God’s Son and our Savior, and respond in faith, we experience salvation.  Our lives are born anew and our actions, thoughts, and attitudes become those of people who are “of God.”  Submitting our wills to God in exchange for taking on His leadership in our lives is part of this faith-exchange.  We cannot truly believe without seeing a dramatic and dynamic change in our lives.
2. Everyone who calls on God will receive new life
· “Trusting in Jesus” is another way to talk about accepting the salvation Christ offers. In what way is coming to faith in Christ “trusting” Him?  What are you trusting him for?

· How does it make you feel that God doesn’t have any requirements about who can enter into a relationship with him—and that the gift of salvation is available to anyone, as verses 12 and 13 reveal?
· How is your life different because of following Jesus?  How have you experienced new life through Christ?
God does not limit who may become Christians based on ethnicity, wealth, status, or nationality.  All who come to Christ in faith for salvation are freely given grace.  This is a really cool concept, and for those of us who are already in a saving relationship with Christ, it is comforting.  But for those who need Christ, it is vital that they know this message.
3. Once we receive, we must share with others
· Have you ever been around someone whom you sensed wanted to believe in God or was open to it, but this person just didn’t know exactly how to express it?  Or they didn’t have the knowledge they needed to follow Christ?  Why is this so painful?

· What keeps you personally from being more vocal about your faith?

· Are you willing to be uncomfortable for the sake of the gospel?  Are you willing to risk being made fun of or being told you are closed-minded?  Why or why not?
You are the best chance many of the people at your school have for hearing the message of Christ.  Through your actions and words, you communicate to the world that there is life through Christ.  There is forgiveness, love, grace, and purpose made available through knowing and following Christ.
ADDITIONAL DISCUSSION
Romans 13:11-12 (nlt)
11This is all the more urgent, for you know how late it is; time is running out.  Wake up, for our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed. 12The night is almost gone; the day of salvation will soon be here.  So remove your dark deeds like dirty clothes, and put on the shining armor of right living.

· Read Romans 13:11-12.  Are there times when you feel like you are spiritually asleep?
· What about your attitude toward your faith?  Do you feel any urgency?  Do you feel a passion for living for Christ now?
1 Peter 3:15-16 (nlt)
15Instead, you must worship Christ as Lord of your life.  And if someone asks about your Christian hope, always be ready to explain it. 16But do this in a gentle and respectful way. Keep your conscience clear.  Then if people speak against you, they will be ashamed when they see what a good life you live because you belong to Christ.

· Read 1 Peter 3:15-16.  Why is it important to be gentle and respectful when sharing our faith with others?  What attitudes might diminish the impact of our words and actions, if we aren’t careful?
APPLICATION
· What are some ways that we might wake ourselves up spiritually?  Brainstorm a list of ways to draw closer to God emotionally, and light the passion in your heart for sharing your faith through your life.
· If there were someone in your school who desperately wanted to know the hope and peace that God offers through Christ, wouldn’t you want to be the ones to tell them? Who do you know that might fit this description?

· What do you stand to lose by getting out of your comfort zone and telling people about Christ?  What do others stand to lose by you keeping silent?
SUMMARY 
The passage of Scripture for this week’s lesson makes the case for the urgency of communicating the message of Jesus.  In a clear, and rather lyrical manner, Paul makes the case that we have the burden of bringing the truth of the gospel to those who so desperately need it.  You are challenged to accept this sense of urgency and respond accordingly.
For Keeps [Memory Verse]

But how can they call on Him to save them unless they believe in Him?  And how can they believe in Him if they have never heard about Him?  And how can they hear about Him unless someone tells them? (Romans 10:14 NLT).
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