Romans: The Gospel In Action

Week 4: An Unfailing Love

March 3, 2013
GETTING THINGS STARTED
The Great Wall of China. Built out of earth and bricks it is one of the most impressive man-made objects ever constructed.  Stretching 5,500 miles, it is long enough to stretch from New York City to Los Angeles and back, with an extra 1,300 miles left over!  The wall is so spectacular that you can see it from outer space—though not with the naked eye, as the myth would have it.  At its highest point, the wall is nearly 30 feet high and 20 feet wide. The wall was expanded from the fifth century to the 16th century.
The Great Wall was originally built to keep nomadic, Mongol hoards out of Northern China. It was built as an impassable barrier.  The Ming Dynasty of the 14th century could not defeat the Mongolians and the Manchurian armies.  So they erected the massive wall as a way of dividing Chinese land from Mongolian territory.  It wasn’t until the 17th century that the wall was breached, and it was only because a Chinese general who was displeased with the emperor opened the gates at the Shanhaiguan pass.

· Which fact or detail about the Great Wall impresses you most, and why?

· If you had been a soldier on foot or on horseback in the sixth century, the wall would have been formidable.  What might be a modern-day equivalent in terms of protection, safety, or barriers?

· The Great Wall was designed to protect the nation of China.  How can walls be good things, and how can walls be bad things?

The Great Wall is an impressive structure.  Its chief purpose was to be a barrier, a divider, and an obstacle that was basically impossible for outsiders to overcome.  Today we’re going to talk about the idea of spiritual barriers and walls and obstacles.  We’re going to be thinking about those things that can become barriers between God’s love and us.  And we’re going to learn that even the strongest perceived barriers don’t stand a chance against God’s overwhelming love.

Read Romans 8:31-39 (nlt)
31What shall we say about such wonderful things as these?  If God is for us, who can ever be against us? 32Since He did not spare even His own Son but gave Him up for us all, won’t He also give us everything else? 33Who dares accuse us whom God has chosen for His own? No one—for God Himself has given us right standing with Himself. 34Who then will condemn us?  No one—for Christ Jesus died for us and was raised to life for us, and He is sitting in the place of honor at God’s right hand, pleading for us.

35Can anything ever separate us from Christ’s love?  Does it mean He no longer loves us if we have trouble or calamity, or are persecuted, or hungry, or destitute, or in danger, or threatened with death? 36(As the Scriptures say, “For your sake we are killed every day; we are being slaughtered like sheep.”) 37No, despite all these things, overwhelming victory is ours through Christ, who loved us.

38And I am convinced that nothing can ever separate us from God’s love.  Neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither our fears for today nor our worries about tomorrow—not even the powers of hell can separate us from God’s love. 39No power in the sky above or in the earth below—indeed, nothing in all creation will ever be able to separate us from the love of God that is revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Romans 8 is one of the more noteworthy chapters in Scripture.  It’s one of the more profound chapters in one of the most profound books of the Bible.  It’s a chapter that is crammed full of rich theological truth and pertinent life application.  It is a chapter to take to heart, for sure.

Chapter 8 comes at the end of a four-chapter section of Romans dealing with the hope Christ-followers have as a result of their faith.  Chapter 8 works as a sort of bookend, closing this section with an uplifting discourse on the dynamic life available to those who live in the Spirit and the certainty we can have in God’s love.  The ending of the chapter, the section we will be focusing on in this lesson, is a swelling crescendo, a growing tide of emotion building to an incredible declaration.  Paul finishes the chapter by stating that there is nothing that can come between us and the love of God.  Because of this, we can have great hope, boldness, and assurance.

God loves you.  But you also need to know the depth of God’s love.  Though situations and other people will come against you, nothing can come between God’s love and you.  God’s love is the foundation for your new life in Christ.  It is God’s love that transforms you!
This is the fourth of six lessons from the book of Romans. Let’s spend a few minutes discovering how no barrier is insurmountable for God.
1. God promises to always be on our side

· Has anyone ever said something about you that was false?  How did it make you feel?

· Have you ever felt like it was you versus the world and everyone was out to get you? How difficult was it to endure that kind of situation?

· Why does it hurt so much more when people talk negatively about us or spread rumors about us?

· What does this passage, particularly verses 31 through 34, say about God being on your side?  How do the words in these verses give you comfort and peace?

It really stinks to have someone say false things about us, whether it is gossip about something we supposedly said or rumors about something we supposedly did.  It’s especially painful if the person spreading the lies is someone we considered a friend.  This passage says two things: One, if God is on your side, it doesn’t matter who comes against you; and two, God is the final judge and ultimately knows the truth.  Because you have God in your corner, it doesn’t matter who is against you.
2. Life’s circumstances may cause us to feel God’s love is far away

· Why do tough times sometimes make God’s love feel far away, even when it isn’t?

· How does it feel to be on the outside of a crowd, looking in?

· Look at verse 35.  What problems in life would you add to the list Paul mentions here?

· Think about a time you felt like God was distant or you didn’t know if God still loved you.  How did you search for peace and comfort during this time?  How did this experience shape your relationship with God?

In times when everyone seems like they are against you, God’s love can feel far away.  And even when we sense it, we sometimes don’t allow ourselves to be comforted by God’s love. Sometimes it feels good to feel sorry for ourselves.  But here’s the deal: God’s love is never, ever far away.  And if we focus on God and God’s love, we will find comfort and assurance.
3. Nothing can separate us from God’s love

· Verse 38 contains a pretty awesome list of things that can’t come between God and His love for you.  Which one stands out to you most?  Why?

· What comfort or encouragement do you find from Paul’s words in verses 38 and 39? How might you turn these words into a prayer, a song, a poem, or a saying that would help you during tough times?

· What in your life tempts you to think that it could threaten to come in the way of God’s love and you?

· How can we take God’s love for granted?  What situations lead us to this?
This passage offers a powerful assurance of God’s love for us.  This is a pretty exhaustive list with some big topics on there.  If none of these things can come in the way of God’s love for you, you can be confident: God’s love for you isn’t going anywhere.  There really aren’t words to describe how awesome this is.  No matter the circumstances, God looks down at you with a heart full of love!  And there’s nothing anyone can do to take it away.
ADDITIONAL DISCUSSION
1 John 3:16-18 (nlt)
16We know what real love is because Jesus gave up his life for us.  So we also ought to give up our lives for our brothers and sisters. 17If someone has enough money to live well and sees a brother or sister in need but shows no compassion—how can God’s love be in that person?

18Dear children, let’s not merely say that we love each other; let us show the truth by our actions.

· Read 1 John 3:16-18.  What are some ways you can show God’s love to others by being selfless instead of putting yourself first?

· Why is love that is demonstrated with words but not actions hollow?

· How do our actions show what is truly behind our words?

APPLICATION

Get a piece of paper and pens or pencil.  Find a quiet spot and write a prayer to God asking for strength and help to remember that nothing in life can separate you from God’s love. Or you can write a letter of commitment to God that talks about how you want your actions, thoughts, and attitudes to be different because of remembering how you cannot be separated from God’s love.

SUMMARY 
In a world where teenagers cannot always know which people can be counted on and trusted, God’s love stands as the rock-solid constant, surrounding us with a steady and wonderfully overwhelming presence.  God’s love is the remedy for the pain caused when others rally against you. This lesson draws us closer to God’s love and encourages us to take comfort in it.
Lesson objectives
1. WHAT: Nothing can come between God’s love and us.

2. WHY: God’s love is unfailing and relentless, pursuing us unconditionally.

3. HOW: You will be encouraged to focus on the unfailing, unconditional, and unchanging nature of God’s love.
For Keeps [Memory Verse]

No power in the sky above or in the earth below—indeed, nothing in all creation will ever be able to separate us from the love of God that is revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord (Romans 8:39 NLT).
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