Acts: The Basics Of The Christ-life

Week 2: Powerful Simplicity

December 16, 2012
GETTING THINGS STARTED
Jacky started the lesson by showing us the video of a boy playing his make-shift drum set of plastic buckets and metal pans on the street: www.youtube.com/watch?v=jG1kgKJkf8c
· Do any of you think you could come close to pulling this off?  Why or why not?
· What kind of talent does it take to perform like this?

· Compared to the thousands of dollars professional drummers spend on drum sets, how would you describe these instruments?

This young man’s setup is incredibly simple—just a few pots and pans and a few drumsticks. But he is amazingly talented and can do something pretty incredible.  Out of something simple comes something with real power and impact.  Keep this thought in mind as we get into today’s lesson.

Read Acts 2:14-41 (nlt)
14Then Peter stepped forward with the eleven other apostles and shouted to the crowd, “Listen carefully, all of you, fellow Jews and residents of Jerusalem!  Make no mistake about this. 15These people are not drunk, as some of you are assuming.  Nine o’clock in the morning is much too early for that. 16No, what you see was predicted long ago by the prophet Joel:

17‘In the last days,’ God says, ‘I will pour out my Spirit upon all people.  Your sons and daughters will prophesy.  Your young men will see visions, and your old men will dream dreams. 18In those days I will pour out my Spirit even on my servants—men and women alike—and they will prophesy. 19And I will cause wonders in the heavens above and signs on the earth below—blood and fire and clouds of smoke. 20The sun will become dark, and the moon will turn blood red before that great and glorious day of the Lord arrives. 21But everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.’

22“People of Israel, listen!  God publicly endorsed Jesus the Nazarene by doing powerful miracles, wonders, and signs through Him, as you well know. 23But God knew what would happen, and His prearranged plan was carried out when Jesus was betrayed.  With the help of lawless Gentiles, you nailed Him to a cross and killed Him. 24But God released Him from the horrors of death and raised Him back to life, for death could not keep Him in its grip. 25King David said this about Him:

‘I see that the Lord is always with me.  I will not be shaken, for He is right beside me.

26No wonder my heart is glad, and my tongue shouts His praises!  My body rests in hope. 27For You will not leave my soul among the dead or allow Your Holy One to rot in the grave. 28You have shown me the way of life, and You will fill me with the joy of Your presence.’

29“Dear brothers, think about this!  You can be sure that the patriarch David wasn’t referring to himself, for he died and was buried, and his tomb is still here among us. 30But he was a prophet, and he knew God had promised with an oath that one of David’s own descendants would sit on his throne. 31David was looking into the future and speaking of the Messiah’s resurrection.  He was saying that God would not leave Him among the dead or allow His body to rot in the grave.

32“God raised Jesus from the dead, and we are all witnesses of this. 33Now He is exalted to the place of highest honor in heaven, at God’s right hand.  And the Father, as he had promised, gave Him the Holy Spirit to pour out upon us, just as you see and hear today. 34For David himself never ascended into heaven, yet he said,

‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit in the place of honor at My right hand 35until I humble Your enemies, making them a footstool under Your feet.”’

36“So let everyone in Israel know for certain that God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, to be both Lord and Messiah!”

37Peter’s words pierced their hearts, and they said to him and to the other apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?”

38Peter replied, “Each of you must repent of your sins and turn to God, and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins.  Then you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39This promise is to you, and to your children, and even to the Gentiles—all who have been called by the Lord our God.” 40Then Peter continued preaching for a long time, strongly urging all his listeners, “Save yourselves from this crooked generation!”

41Those who believed what Peter said were baptized and added to the church that day—about 3,000 in all.

This passage is right after the Holy Spirit has come upon believers at Pentecost. It is perhaps the first time the apostles understood the difference the Holy Spirit would actually make in their lives.  In this passage we see Peter delivering the first recorded sermon of the early church.  It’s fascinating to see Peter, the formerly brash but impassioned fisherman, transformed into a powerful orator and preacher of God’s good news.  It is an incredible testimony to the role of the Spirit in the life of a believer.

But we see something equally as profound if we look very closely at Peter’s message.  What we see in these verses is the powerful simplicity of the gospel message.  Peter concluded his sermon with the simple statement that Jesus was indeed who He said He was and that He was in fact crucified for the sins of humanity.

There is also something to be said for Peter’s response when the crowd expressed their desire to respond to this message.  In essence, they were expressing belief.  Now what? Peter provided three points of response: Repent (turn from your sin and turn toward Christ), be baptized (identify yourself with Christ and the new life made available to you), and receive the Holy Spirit (empowerment to lead a life that honors God).  There is a moving simplicity in this entire passage, both in the message and in the response.

As you discussed in the previous lesson, there are obstacles to our willingness to share our faith.  But the gospel message itself need not be one of them.  We will get a chance in this lesson to walk through the message of Jesus with the goal being that we understand just how simple and extraordinary it is.

This is the second of our six lessons from the book of Acts.  In this passage, Peter has just wrapped up what is essentially the first recorded sermon of the church.  Let’s see what truths we can learn from the message and from the response of the crowd.
1. The truth of Christ compels people to respond
· What do you notice about the name Jesus?  When it’s mentioned in public, how does it affect people differently than the name God?

· What are some different ways a person can be introduced or come to know who Jesus is?

· Is the message of Jesus simple in your mind?  What are the basic parts of that story? 

· The gospel message forces people to make a choice, doesn’t it?  What two choices do people have?

· Why is there not a third option after hearing the message of Jesus?
· How do you see truth compelling people to respond in this passage?

The nature of the gospel—the good news of grace, forgiveness, and new life through Jesus—compels people to make a decision. And the decision is only one of two things: It is either belief or unbelief. As people who believe, we must be those who are willing to put the life-changing story of Christ in front of those who need it.
2. Faith in Christ leads to repentance and discipleship

· Repentance means admitting we’re headed in the wrong direction and seeking God’s help in changing our course to the right direction.  How is this different from simply believing facts about Jesus?
· What is discipleship?  In the context of this passage, does it automatically include baptism and receiving the Holy Spirit?

· What is discipleship according to Matthew 28:19-20?  (“Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”) 

· Are you as a Christian called to disciple?  Who are you discipling right now?  Do you need help in discipling someone?  What tools might you use?  What tools can we as a church provide to help you disciple others?

· Is there a point that you stop being discipled?  Why or why not? 

· What role does the Holy Spirit play in this new life of a believer?
· When people talk about discipleship and spiritual growth, what thoughts immediately come to your mind?  Do those words appeal to you or intimidate you?  Why?
· What are some of the important consequences or results you would expect to see in the life of someone who’s growing as a follower of Jesus, and why?
Belief in Christ is the first step in a radically changed life.  When people repent, they turn away from the life they once lived.  They publicly identify with Christ in baptism and begin a life of discipleship empowered by the Holy Spirit.  As we grow in our relationship with God, we can seek opportunities to tell others about the good news of Christ, which we have experienced for ourselves.  Each of us has the opportunity and the calling to talk about our life with Christ and the difference He has made.
3. Water baptism is a sign of joining God’s family

· In the book of Acts, baptism usually follows belief as a way of publicly and symbolically identifying with the new life a person has found in Christ.  How have you publicly identified yourself with Christ?  Are you baptized?  If not, do you want to be?  (If so, talk to your parents about it and if they agree, let us help set you up with a special baptism class with the Pastor to prepare you for the obedient act of baptism.)

· Are you in the habit of relying on your Christian friends to live a more dedicated Christian life?  Why or why not?
There may be times when we need to lean on each other.  That’s what being the body of Christ is about.  No matter how old we get, that will always be true.  But as we continue to grow in our faith and maturity, God’s goal for us His children is to be independently dependent on Him, while being interdependent on each other at the same time.

· The Bible is clear: We are not called to go about this life on our own.  What benefits might you experience in belonging to a strong group of friends who follow Christ?

Living a vibrant life of devotion to Christ requires commitment.  There are so many temptations all around us.  Doing it alone is nearly impossible.  That’s why community is an incredible gift!  When we publicly identify with Christ and with other Christians, we can experience a new measure of confidence and boldness in our faith.
ADDITIONAL DISCUSSION
John 3:16-18 (nlt)
16“For God loved the world so much that he gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life. 17God sent his Son into the world not to judge the world, but to save the world through him.

18“There is no judgment against anyone who believes in him. But anyone who does not believe in him has already been judged for not believing in God’s one and only Son.”

· Read John 3:16-18.  How does this passage relate to what we studied from Acts 2?
· What misconceptions do people have about Jesus’ purpose that might be cleared up in these verses?
· What do these verses say about the choice people have?  Is there an option to simply be informed about Jesus but not be held accountable for inaction?  Explain.

APPLICATION

· Peter’s presentation of Jesus was really quite simple, as is John’s in John 3.  As we talk about Christ, it’s most important to show people who Jesus is, what He did through His death and resurrection, and how He has changed our lives.  What is a simple, straightforward way to explain to another person who Jesus is and what He did for humanity?
· Now, in two or three sentences, explain the difference Jesus has made in your life.
· What does Jesus desire from us?  What should our response be to receive the salvation Jesus offers?
· If you have answered these questions, you have pretty much identified the heart of the gospel.  Can you put all of this together in a short conversation?  If so, you are able to talk about your faith.  It can be that simple.
· As people called to lead others to Christ, how can our small group and youth ministry play a role in helping you be a more effective messenger of the gospel?

SUMMARY 
One of the reasons we teenagers are sometimes reluctant to share our faith is that we may be uncertain about what to say.  As we see in this lesson, the gospel message is actually quite simple.  In fact, it is powerful in its simplicity. Do your part in sharing the gospel message and trust the Holy Spirit and the power of God’s Word do its transforming work in those around you.
For Keeps [Memory Verse]

“God sent his Son into the world not to judge the world, but to save the world through Him” (John 3:17 NLT).
LIVE Curriculum

On another note, we are still grieving as a nation over the terrible loss of lives at Newtown, Connecticut after the senseless shooting of 20 children and 7 adults at Sandy Hook Elementary School at 9:30am on Friday, December 14.  We as a church did our best to carry on with our lives and plans for ministry as we practiced Friday night for our Christmas program and presented the hope of Christ the following night.  (See our youth group’s wordless skit on http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cukVejICsyI)

With a heavy heart but trusting in God, I ask that we continue to pray for the families affected by this tragedy.  We had a brief time to talk about it after Sunday School, but if you are still struggling with this aftermath, let’s talk more about it.  Call me (your youth pastor) or bring it up with your parents or other trusted godly friends.  It will take a while for our hearts to heal, but Psalm 34:18 says “The LORD is near to those who have a broken heart, and saves such as have a contrite spirit.”  For this reason, Christ was sent (Isaiah 61:1, Luke 4:18, Psalm 147:3).  It is comforting to know this as we approach Christmas Day.
