JOHN: DISCOVERING LIFE NOW AND FOREVER

Week 6: Deep Impact

December 2, 2012
GETTING THINGS STARTED
When ships started transporting goods from the East Coast of the United States to the West Coast, the journey had to be made all the way down to the tip of South America.  For years, people talked about building a canal through a narrow portion of land in Central America that belonged to Colombia.  The United States helped the people of that region gain their independence, and the new country was called Panama.  To show their gratitude, the new government allowed the United States to build a 47-mile canal connecting the Atlantic and Pacific oceans.  The Panama Canal took 10 years to complete and was opened in 1914.  It takes about 15 hours to make the trip through the three locks of the canal but saves 8,000 miles off the boat trip from one U.S. coast to the other.

· Why do you think the United States was so interested in building the canal?

· Do you think the crews on the boats appreciate the shortcut offered by the canal?

· The canal has been closed at times since it opened.  After having to make the extra 8,000-mile trip, what attitude do you think the crews forced to make the long detour had about the Panama Canal?
The Panama Canal is a marvel of human engineering and perseverance.  When it was opened to traffic, the Panama Canal forever changed the way businesses transported goods in the United States and around the world.  It is easy to take things like the Panama Canal for granted, but the passage of time has not minimized its significance.  In this week’s lesson, we are going to look at the resurrection of Jesus—an event that happened 2,000 years ago and remains just as powerful today as it was then.  The passage of time has not minimized its significance.  The impact the resurrection has had on your life is your story, which can lead others to discovering a relationship with Jesus.
Read John 20:1-18 (nlt)
1Early on Sunday morning, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and found that the stone had been rolled away from the entrance. 2She ran and found Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved. She said, “They have taken the Lord’s body out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put Him!”

3Peter and the other disciple started out for the tomb. 4They were both running, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5He stooped and looked in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he didn’t go in. 6Then Simon Peter arrived and went inside. He also noticed the linen wrappings lying there, 7while the cloth that had covered Jesus’ head was folded up and lying apart from the other wrappings. 8Then the disciple who had reached the tomb first also went in, and he saw and believed—9for until then they still hadn’t understood the Scriptures that said Jesus must rise from the dead. 10Then they went home.

11Mary was standing outside the tomb crying, and as she wept, she stooped and looked in. 12She saw two white-robed angels, one sitting at the head and the other at the foot of the place where the body of Jesus had been lying. 13“Dear woman, why are you crying?” the angels asked her.

“Because they have taken away my Lord,” she replied, “and I don’t know where they have put him.”

14She turned to leave and saw someone standing there. It was Jesus, but she didn’t recognize Him. 15“Dear woman, why are you crying?” Jesus asked her. “Who are you looking for?”

She thought he was the gardener. “Sir,” she said, “if you have taken Him away, tell me where you have put Him, and I will go and get Him.”

16“Mary!” Jesus said.

She turned to Him and cried out, “Rabboni!” (which is Hebrew for “Teacher”).

17“Don’t cling to me,” Jesus said, “for I haven’t yet ascended to the Father.  But go find My brothers and tell them, ‘I am ascending to My Father and your Father, to My God and your God.’”

18Mary Magdalene found the disciples and told them, “I have seen the Lord!” Then she gave them His message.

We have come to the final lesson in our study of the Gospel of John.  We have studied some of Jesus’ teachings, we have looked at how a person becomes a Christian, and we saw how we are to love God and others.  Now we come to Jesus’ resurrection.
The resurrection of Jesus is the key point in history.  Everything God did in the Old Testament pointed to a coming Messiah who would suffer for humanity.  After the resurrection, followers of Christ have pointed back to that event as the defining moment in the Christian faith.
The victory that Jesus won over death forever changed our relationship with God.  Now we have the right to be called sons and daughters of God.  The challenge for today is to realize the importance of the resurrection and how that one event impacts our lives daily.
The story of Jesus as told by John ends with a bang.  After Jesus’ crucifixion and burial, the followers of Christ learn that His tomb is empty.  Soon it all begins to come together as they realize Jesus has been miraculously brought back to life just as He said He would. The resurrection of Jesus was a powerful event, a pivotal event, and a life-changing event.
1. God’s power was demonstrated in Jesus’ resurrection
· What do you think was the mood of Mary Magdalene as she went to Jesus’ tomb early in the morning?  How did her mood change when she saw that the stone had been rolled away?

· How did Mary Magdalene’s mood change when she realized she had been talking with Jesus?

· What are some of the ways Jesus’ resurrection was a powerful event?

The resurrection of Jesus from the dead was a powerful event.  The mood of Mary Magdalene changed from despair to utter joy when she realized Jesus was alive.  The power of His resurrection was felt not only among those present, but it also shook the spiritual world.  Satan and the penalty of sin had been forever defeated.
2. Jesus’ resurrection was a pivotal point in history
· What are some ways Jesus’ resurrection was a pivotal point in history? 

· Someone said the resurrection of Jesus changed the past, the present, and the future.  How does that play out in your life?

Jesus’ death and resurrection was a pivotal point in history.  The pathway between God and humanity was permanently opened, thanks to the sacrifice of Jesus.  Salvation is now a free gift available to all people.  When Jesus walked out of the tomb, the power of sin was forever conquered.  Everything changed when Jesus rose from the dead.
3. Jesus’ resurrection was and is an event worth talking about
· Does it surprise you that the news of Jesus’ resurrection spread so quickly?  Why or why not?

· Does understanding the power of the resurrection make you rethink how you tell your story of faith?  Why or why not?

· How will your story change as a result of studying this lesson?

When people realized the awesome sacrifice of Jesus on the cross and the miraculous way God raised him from the dead, they were changed.  They could not keep from telling others the story of Jesus and what he had done in their lives.  To grab hold of the impact of the resurrection was to unleash a faith people had never experienced.  The story of how the resurrection has impacted your life is important.
ADDITIONAL DISCUSSION
John 20:24-29 (nlt)
24One of the twelve disciples, Thomas (nicknamed the Twin), was not with the others when Jesus came. 25They told him, “We have seen the Lord!”

But he replied, “I won’t believe it unless I see the nail wounds in his hands, put my fingers into them, and place my hand into the wound in his side.”

26Eight days later the disciples were together again, and this time Thomas was with them.  The doors were locked; but suddenly, as before, Jesus was standing among them.  “Peace be with you,” He said. 27Then He said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and look at My hands.  Put your hand into the wound in My side. Don’t be faithless any longer. Believe!”

28“My Lord and my God!” Thomas exclaimed.

29Then Jesus told him, “You believe because you have seen Me.  Blessed are those who believe without seeing Me.”

· Read John 20:24-29.  Thomas has earned the nickname of “Doubting Thomas,” though in this passage we actually see him becoming “Believing Thomas.”  Do you think Jesus sees us differently when we experience doubts?  Why or why not?
· Look at what Jesus said in verse 29 about people who believe in Him without having to physically see Him.  Why do you think Jesus used the word blessed in this verse? How are we blessed by having this kind of faith in the truth about Jesus?
· How might the power of Christ’s resurrection in your life help friends who doubt the reality of Jesus’ message of grace and forgiveness?
Hebrews 7:24-25 (nlt)
24But because Jesus lives forever, His priesthood lasts forever. 25Therefore He is able, once and forever, to save those who come to God through Him.  He lives forever to intercede with God on their behalf.

· Read Hebrews 7:24-25. What does it mean that Jesus is forever interceding for people?  Is Jesus able to do that because of His resurrection?

APPLICATION
· Why do many Christians tend to only talk about Jesus’ resurrection during the Easter season?
· If you had to pick a pivotal spiritual point in your life, what would it be, and why?
· Your testimony is simply the story of what Christ has done in your life.  How would you summarize your story to a friend who hasn’t yet experienced the joy and significance of following Christ?
· What does the resurrection power of Christ mean to you?
SUMMARY 
Jesus’ resurrection is arguably the turning point in history.  God had orchestrated history to lead up to Christ’s victory over sin and death.  And we can certainly say that life was forever changed the moment Christ immerged from the tomb.  All of Christianity rests on the resurrection of Christ.  All other religious leaders like Buddha and Muhammad died and stayed dead like all other men (Hebrews 9:27 “And it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment.”)  But Jesus Christ, being fully man but fully God, was the only one righteous to pay the penalty for our sins, and the only One powerful enough to conquer death and offer us eternal life through the same resurrection power.  
For Keeps [Memory Verse]

Mary Magdalene found the disciples and told them, “I have seen the Lord!” Then she gave them His message (John 20:18 NLT).
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