JOHN: DISCOVERING LIFE NOW AND FOREVER

Week 5: Do the Right Thing

November 25, 2012
GETTING THINGS STARTED
We passed out paper and pens or pencils to see who could complete the following exercise the fastest and best.  I called out 10 things to write down on the paper:

· Your first name

· Your favorite color

· The city, county, and state where you were born

· The names of your parents and siblings

· The names of five books in the Bible

· The names of all seven continents

· The names of nine states in the United States

· Your 10 favorite movies

· The pledge of allegiance

· The first verse of the national anthem

Here’s what made this activity an impossible challenge: I read out the first three things at a regular pace, and then went faster and faster all the way down to the final item. After reading the final item, I immediately collected the note cards so students didn’t have time to write any more answers.

· What made this activity so difficult?  Was it frustrating to know the answers but not be able to keep up or have time to write everything down?

· If I had gone slower, do you think you would have won the prize?  Why or why not?

You were not able to obey my command to write everything down.  The challenges I threw your way made obedience impossible.  Fortunately, the call to obey the teachings and commands of Jesus is not impossible. (Matt. 19:26/Mark 10:27/Luke 1:37: For with God nothing will be impossible; Matthew 1:27 “…for assuredly, I say to you, if  you have faith as a mustard seed…nothing will be impossible for you.)  All the things Jesus told us to do are right here in the Bible and can be read at any time.  Jesus said we would obey Him if we love Him.  Obedience and love are the key points in this lesson.
(I apologize for what seemed like a meaningless exercise, but thank you guys so much for your cooperation.  There may be other times in your life that you may be called on to do seemingly meaningless homework or other things like practicing your musical piece 10 times slowly with a metronome, going to an “adult” church function, etc., but God sees your submissive response to authority and is pleased that you are ultimately honoring Him when you honor those above you [Romans 13:1-7]: parents , government [John 19:11], church leaders [1 Peter 5:5-7], teachers, your husband in the future [1 Peter 3:1], employer [1 Peter 2:13-25].)
Read John 14:15-26 (nlt)
15“If you love me, obey My commandments. 16And I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Advocate, who will never leave you. 17He is the Holy Spirit, who leads into all truth. The world cannot receive Him, because it isn’t looking for Him and doesn’t recognize Him. But you know Him, because He lives with you now and later will be in you. 18No, I will not abandon you as orphans—I will come to you. 19Soon the world will no longer see Me, but you will see Me. Since I live, you also will live. 20When I am raised to life again, you will know that I am in my Father, and you are in Me, and I am in you. 21Those who accept My commandments and obey them are the ones who love Me. And because they love Me, My Father will love them. And I will love them and reveal Myself to each of them.”

22Judas (not Judas Iscariot, but the other disciple with that name) said to Him, “Lord, why are You going to reveal yourself only to us and not to the world at large?”

23Jesus replied, “All who love Me will do what I say.  My Father will love them, and We will come and make Our home with each of them. 24Anyone who doesn’t love Me will not obey Me.  And remember, My words are not My own.  What I am telling you is from the Father who sent Me. 25I am telling you these things now while I am still with you. 26But when the Father sends the Advocate as My representative—that is, the Holy Spirit—He will teach you everything and will remind you of everything I have told you.”

In John 14, Jesus continues the theme of love seen in the previous chapter but now the emphasis is on how love is expressed in our relationship to Jesus.  Jesus said if we love Him, we would obey Him—a simple but profound statement.  In these few words, Jesus was able to convey the importance of obeying His teachings while letting the disciples know the ability to do that would depend on their love for Him.  Jesus asks the very same thing of us today.  It is important to follow the teachings of Jesus and to know that the strength to do that will flow from the Spirit and our love for God and his Son, Jesus.

In our previous lesson we looked at God’s love and how we are to show that love in the world each day.  Today we will look at love in a different light.  Jesus said love was at the core of our ability to follow His commands and teachings.  Loving Jesus leads to a stronger desire to follow and obey Him.
1. Obedience is evidence of our love for Jesus

· Is it easier to obey someone you love or someone you struggle to love?  Why?

· Do you ever obey your parents just to get on their good side or to get special favors? Do you think this is the way it works with God?  What should be our motivation for loving and obeying God?
· In verse 14, Jesus gets right to the point and says that if we love Him, we will obey and ought to obey His commandments.  Does His statement surprise you or does it make complete sense?  Explain.
· Look at verse 24. If we say we love Jesus but don’t obey His commandments, do we really love him?  What do you think?

Jesus makes it clear in this passage that our obedience and our love for Him are connected. Love ought to be our motivation for obeying Jesus, not guilt or obligation or duty.  We can pursue a deeper love for Jesus, knowing that it will translate into greater obedience.  At the same time, we can choose to obey His commandments and pray that our obedience will fuel our love for Jesus.
2. Obedience opens the door to deeper faith in Jesus

· If you willingly and gladly obey your parents, how can that strengthen your relationship with them?

· The disciples actually got to see Jesus and spent time with Him.  Is it sometimes difficult to love Jesus, whom you have never seen?  What about obeying the commandments of someone you have never seen?

· Based on what you read in verses 21 and 23, how does obedience help us develop a more mature faith and a deeper friendship with Jesus?

Obeying Jesus leads to a deeper faith in Jesus.  The more we obey, the more we see God’s faithfulness demonstrated in our lives.  We discover that God’s commands were given so we can experience a full life, not a boring life.  We learn that God’s boundaries help us stay focused on what truly matters, instead of being dragged into unhealthy and destructive patterns of sin.  Obedience helps us develop Christ-like character and helps us display Christ-like actions to the world around us.
3. Obedience is made easier through the Holy Spirit

· What are some strategies you use to remember information presented in your classes or details your parents want you to remember?  How do you keep from forgetting all of that stuff?

· Based on this passage, particularly verses 17 and 26, what is the work of the Holy Spirit in helping us obey the commandments of Jesus?  How is the Holy Spirit’s work similar to and different from remembering things from school or instructions from your parents?

· How might the Holy Spirit lead you toward greater obedience throughout the course of a typical day?  When would you find it easiest and most difficult to sense the Holy Spirit’s leading?

We have the benefit of the Holy Spirit working in our lives as followers of Christ.  God’s Spirit reminds us of what we know is right and seeks to lead us in the right direction, in ways that honor God.  We still must choose to obey, of course, but the Holy Spirit is the one who leads us into truth, as Jesus told his disciples.
ADDITIONAL DISCUSSION

Nehemiah 1:5-11 (nlt)
5Then I said, “O Lord, God of heaven, the great and awesome God who keeps His covenant of unfailing love with those who love Him and obey His commands, 6listen to my prayer! Look down and see me praying night and day for your people Israel.  I confess that we have sinned against You.  Yes, even my own family and I have sinned!  7We have sinned terribly by not obeying the commands, decrees, and regulations that You gave us through Your servant Moses.

8“Please remember what You told Your servant Moses: ‘If You are unfaithful to Me, I will scatter you among the nations.  9But if you return to Me and obey My commands and live by them, then even if you are exiled to the ends of the earth, I will bring you back to the place I have chosen for My name to be honored.’

10“The people You rescued by Your great power and strong hand are Your servants. 11O Lord, please hear my prayer!  Listen to the prayers of those of us who delight in honoring You.  Please grant me success today by making the king favorable to me.  Put it into his heart to be kind to me.”

In those days I was the king’s cup-bearer.

· Read Nehemiah 1:5-11.  What aspects of love and obedience do you see in this passage?  How are they connected to today’s lesson?
· How closely are the words love and respect connected?  Can you have one without the other?  Explain.
1 John 3:23-24 (nlt)
23And this is His commandment: We must believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and love one another, just as He commanded us. 24Those who obey God’s commandments remain in fellowship with Him, and He with them. And we know He lives in us because the Spirit He gave us lives in us.

· Read 1 John 3:23-24.  John speaks of three actions in the passage.  Have you confessed your belief in Jesus and asked him to be your Savior?  How are you doing in practicing love for others?  What is it about obedience that gives you the most trouble?

APPLICATION

· What are some steps you can take to become a stronger and more consistent follower of Jesus Christ?  How can you turn to the Holy Spirit for help in this process of spiritual growth?
· God commands us to love Him and love others.  Which is the harder thing for you to do, and why?
· Reading the Bible is vital to knowing the commands and teachings of Jesus.  Do you have a good Bible study plan?  What would help you more consistently and effectively study the Bible?
SUMMARY 
We sometimes treat obedience to God as optional.  Whether it’s a misunderstanding of God’s grace or flat-out rebellion, we can be guilty of disobeying God’s commands.  When we read Christ’s words in John 14, it’s pretty clear that Jesus equates obedience with our love for God.  Our love should motivate us to follow God’s teachings.  The great thing is that the Holy Spirit is there to empower our obedience.  This lesson helps us think about our attitude and motivation toward obeying God’s commands.
For Keeps [Memory Verse]

Jesus replied, “All who love Me will do what I say.  My Father will love them, and We will come and make Our home with each of them” (John 14:23 NLT).
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