JOHN: DISCOVERING LIFE NOW AND FOREVER

Week 4: All You Need Is Love

November 18, 2012

We began today with a quick-fire game of word association.  I called out a series of words and phrases, and we said the first name of a person that comes to mind.  For example, if I said, “fried chicken,” you might say, “Col. Sanders.”

· Basketball - LeBron

· Dancing - 

· Rock Music - Jacky

· Baseball - Jeter

· Fashion - Jacky

· Art - Jacky

· Airplanes 

· Computers – Jacky

Some people like Jacky are so well-known that when you mention their areas of fame or notoriety, their names immediately come to mind.  Jesus knew that He would one day leave the earth, and He wanted to leave His disciples with something that would identify them as His followers.  Let’s find out a little more about that identifying marker and see how it can impact the way we live.

Read John 13:31-35 (nlt)
31As soon as Judas left the room, Jesus said, “The time has come for the Son of Man to enter into His glory, and God will be glorified because of Him. 32And since God receives glory because of the Son, He will soon give glory to the Son. 33Dear children, I will be with you only a little longer. And as I told the Jewish leaders, you will search for Me, but you can’t come where I am going. 34So now I am giving you a new commandment: Love each other. Just as I have loved you, you should love each other. 35Your love for one another will prove to the world that you are My disciples.”
In this fourth lesson from the book of John, the focus is on a passage included in Jesus’ farewell discourse.  Jesus told the disciples about his approaching death and presented a challenge to his followers much like Moses did in his farewell discourse found near the end of Deuteronomy, when Moses challenged the children of Israel to be strong and courageous when taking over the land God promised them.  Jesus wanted His followers to do something that would assure not a military victory but a spiritual one, and that was to love each other.
Before Jesus, the only way people had to relate to God was by strictly keeping the letter of the law.  Jesus came to show a new way to God, a way provided by grace and based on faith.  People’s lives were changed because Jesus gave them something the law could not give: love.  His perfect love allowed Him to die on the cross for our sins, and Jesus knew that love would energize the message His disciples would carry throughout the world.  For the person who has experienced a life-changing encounter with the love of God through Jesus, “love one another” takes on a powerful meaning.

Think of this farewell discourse as a way to prepare the disciples for what was ahead of them.  Jesus told them He would be leaving them soon.  He knew the Holy Spirit would come soon after His death and resurrection to energize His followers’ faith, but Jesus wanted them to know that love also would be an energizing force.  Jesus lived love through His ministry, and He showed love when He died on the cross.  That kind of sacrificial, others-centered love would become the identification badge for followers of Christ then and now.
1. Jesus set the standard for pure, true love
· Think about people you know who are happily married.  How do you know they have genuine love for each other?  What evidence do you see—or what evidence would you expect to see?  Why?

· Look at verse 34.  What are some ways Jesus showed His love for His disciples and for other people during His earthly ministry?

Answers shared today: He washed their feet, He served them

He listened

He healed the sick, fed the 5000, showed compassion

He initiated relationships (came to earth) – Is it hard to initiate relationships?  Why or why not?  What about with people around you who are irritating or act like jerks?
He forgave

He spent time with people

(At this point, we talked about the 5 love languages as tips to better communicate love to others like Jesus: spending time with others, giving, acts of service, words of affirmation, and personal touch.  Jesus did all 5.  What is your primary love language?  What is the love language of others around you so can learn to speak their language in the way they would best receive it?)

He died for them and made other great personal sacrifices.

· If the source of perfect love dwells in us as Christians (i.e. God Himself, in the form of the Holy Spirit) , then why do so many of us struggle with showing love to other people—including other followers of Jesus?

We were born selfish.  Babies only care about themselves.  The challenge of a parent is to help their children shift from only self-centeredness to thinking about others as well (Golden Rule).  But old habits are hard to break.  

The world around also influences us with their bad attitudes, complaints, anger, bitterness, lust of the eyes (materialism), lust of the flesh, and the pride of life (1 John 2:16)

Bad Christian examples.

Burned by those you try to love.  Hard to trust.

· Do you think the capacity to love others can grow in our lives much like faith?  Why or why not?

Jude 1:2 “… love be multiplied to you.” 

2 Peter 3:18 – Grow in grace
2 Corinthians 8:7; 1 Thessalonians 3:12– Increasing and abounding in love

Hebrews 10:24 – Stirring up love

1 Corinthians 14:1; 1 Timothy 6:11; 2 Timothy 2:22 – Pursue love

1 Corinthians 16:14 – “Let all that you do be done in love”

1 Timothy 1:14 – The grace and love of God is exceedingly abundant

Galatians 5:22 – If the fruit of the Spirit is love, can we bear more fruit?

Colossians 3:14 – Putting on love

Romans 5:5 – Is God’s love a set amount or infinite? (See 1 Cor. 13:8a)

Matthew 5:44; Luke 6:27, 35 – Love your enemies

Matthew 22:37,39; Mark 12:30-31; Luke 10:27;Romans 13:9–Love God, love others

John 14:15, 21, 23 – Loving Jesus by keeping His commands

Romans 12:10 – Kindly affectionate, brotherly love

1 John 3:16 – Laying down our lives for the brethren in love

People who interacted with Jesus got to see God’s love perfectly lived out in the person of Jesus Christ.  During His ministry years, Jesus lived love by associating with people who were considered outcasts, healing the sick, and bringing hope to the hopeless.  His pure and self-less love took Him to the cross, where He died for our sins.  Jesus was and is perfect love.
2. Loving other Christians is a command, not just a goal

· What’s the difference between a statement that is a command and a statement that is a goal?  Which is more important to follow or attain, and why?

· Is our love for other Christians best displayed through our actions, our words, or both?  Explain.

· Why would Jesus command His followers to love each other?  Is there any other command that could have been equally meaningful?  Why or why not?

Goals are optional; commands are not.  Jesus didn’t say loving other Christians was a goal or suggestion; Jesus gave it as a command.  Love is a powerfully motivating factor, because if we truly love other people, we will serve them, care for them, spend time with them, meet their needs, encourage them, and pray for them.

As we learned from today’s sermon from Pastor Hsu, there are at least 4 motivations to obey God’s commands: fear (of consequences), faith (believing that something better will come out of it), gratitude, and love.  We can obey with all of these at the same time, but the greatest of these is love.  

3. Our love for other Christians identifies us as followers of Jesus
· How would you feel if you saw someone identified as an emergency worker leaving the scene of an accident without helping?

· What are some of the identification badges Christians wear?  Why is love the most important identification mark for Christians?

· In verse 35, Jesus says Christians’ love for each other proves that they’re His disciples.  How is this kind of love different from love we see elsewhere in our world?

· Jesus commands us to love other Christians, but do you think that command also includes loving people are who aren’t yet Christians?  Why or why not?

Jesus was totally unique because He did something that was unusual for leaders in His day: He loved people.  Religion had become stale and legalistic, but Jesus gave it life and vitality because of His love for people.  Today it’s easy to live in an impersonal world and hide out behind laptops, smart phones, and tablets.  Now more than ever we need to take seriously the command to love others with the love of Christ.  God’s love is the mark that will continue to identify the true believers.

ADDITIONAL DISCUSSION
1 John 3:11-19 (nlt)
11This is the message you have heard from the beginning: We should love one another. 12We must not be like Cain, who belonged to the evil one and killed his brother. And why did he kill him? Because Cain had been doing what was evil, and his brother had been doing what was righteous. 13So don’t be surprised, dear brothers and sisters, if the world hates you.

14If we love our Christian brothers and sisters, it proves that we have passed from death to life. But a person who has no love is still dead. 15Anyone who hates another brother or sister is really a murderer at heart. And you know that murderers don’t have eternal life within them.

16We know what real love is because Jesus gave up his life for us. So we also ought to give up our lives for our brothers and sisters. 17If someone has enough money to live well and sees a brother or sister in need but shows no compassion—how can God’s love be in that person?

18Dear children, let’s not merely say that we love each other; let us show the truth by our actions. 19Our actions will show that we belong to the truth, so we will be confident when we stand before God.

1 John 4:7-12 (nlt)
7Dear friends, let us continue to love one another, for love comes from God. Anyone who loves is a child of God and knows God. 8But anyone who does not love does not know God, for God is love.

9God showed how much he loved us by sending his one and only Son into the world so that we might have eternal life through him. 10This is real love—not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as a sacrifice to take away our sins.

11Dear friends, since God loved us that much, we surely ought to love each other. 12No one has ever seen God. But if we love each other, God lives in us, and his love is brought to full expression in us.

· Read 1 John 3:11-19 and 4:7-12.  God wants love to be one of the main identifying marks of a Christian.  Why do Christians sometimes lose sight of this truth?  How can you keep that from happening to you?

· What happens when Christians serve without love?  Do you think it would be better not to serve at all?  Explain.

· Why is the way we act as Christians so important to our testimony?
· What are some differences between ministering God’s love to people and getting involved in a social cause?

APPLICATION

· What have you learned about God’s love today?
· Now that you know more about the perfect love of God, will anything change in your life?  What will help you keep that commitment?
· What is one thing you can do this next week to show the love of Jesus to another Christian or to someone else in your world?
SUMMARY
God calls Christ-followers to be known for embodying Christ’s love.  This is in line with Jesus’ command to His disciples in John 13.  This lesson remind us of Christ’s call for us Christians to be defined by our love for one another and challenges us to practically reflect the love of Jesus to other Christians and to the world around us.
For Keeps [Memory Verse]

“So now I am giving you a new commandment: Love each other. Just as I have loved you, you should love each other” (John 13:34 NLT).
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