JOHN: DISCOVERING LIFE NOW AND FOREVER

Week 2: Quenching Spiritual Thirst
November 4, 2012
Read John 7:25-44 (nlt)
25Some of the people who lived in Jerusalem started to ask each other, “Isn’t this the man they are trying to kill? 26But here he is, speaking in public, and they say nothing to him. Could our leaders possibly believe that he is the Messiah? 27But how could he be? For we know where this man comes from. When the Messiah comes, he will simply appear; no one will know where he comes from.”

28While Jesus was teaching in the Temple, he called out, “Yes, you know me, and you know where I come from. But I’m not here on my own. The one who sent me is true, and you don’t know him. 29But I know him because I come from him, and he sent me to you.” 30Then the leaders tried to arrest him; but no one laid a hand on him, because his time had not yet come.

31Many among the crowds at the Temple believed in him. “After all,” they said, “would you expect the Messiah to do more miraculous signs than this man has done?”

32When the Pharisees heard that the crowds were whispering such things, they and the leading priests sent Temple guards to arrest Jesus. 33But Jesus told them, “I will be with you only a little longer. Then I will return to the one who sent me. 34You will search for me but not find me. And you cannot go where I am going.”

35The Jewish leaders were puzzled by this statement. “Where is he planning to go?” they asked. “Is he thinking of leaving the country and going to the Jews in other lands? Maybe he will even teach the Greeks! 36What does he mean when he says, ‘You will search for me but not find me,’ and ‘You cannot go where I am going’?”

37On the last day, the climax of the festival, Jesus stood and shouted to the crowds, “Anyone who is thirsty may come to me! 38Anyone who believes in me may come and drink! For the Scriptures declare, ‘Rivers of living water will flow from his heart.’” 39(When he said “living water,” he was speaking of the Spirit, who would be given to everyone believing in him. But the Spirit had not yet been given, because Jesus had not yet entered into his glory.)

40When the crowds heard him say this, some of them declared, “Surely this man is the Prophet we’ve been expecting.” 41Others said, “He is the Messiah.” Still others said, “But he can’t be! Will the Messiah come from Galilee? 42For the Scriptures clearly state that the Messiah will be born of the royal line of David, in Bethlehem, the village where King David was born.” 43So the crowd was divided about him. 44Some even wanted him arrested, but no one laid a hand on him.

As we get to the seventh chapter of the Gospel of John, the writer has told about many of the miracles Jesus performed, such as turning water into wine (chapter 2), healing the official’s son (chapter 4), healing the lame man (chapter 5), feeding thousands of people (chapter 6), and walking on water (chapter 6).

John used the accounts of Jesus’ miracles to point people to the fact that Jesus was the Son of God.  Now in chapter 7, John continues to show Jesus as the Messiah by using Jesus’ own words about living water.

The setting was the Jewish Festival of Shelters, and this passage occurred on the last day of the seven-day festival, when water was poured out on the altar.  Jesus loved using object lessons in his teaching and what a great example for people to see water poured out while Jesus told them about the true living water.  Jesus left no doubt: He was the Messiah and salvation could be found in and through him.
In this second lesson from the book of John, we are going to discover what Jesus meant when he talked about living water.  Jesus made a bold statement when He said that He was the Messiah, the Son of God.
1. Jesus is the means for God’s plan of salvation

Jesus was clear when He told the Jewish leaders that He would be on earth a little longer before returning to His heavenly Father.  They could not grasp the great truth Jesus was giving them—He was sent from God and after dying on a cross would return to heaven.  This eternal truth just went right over their heads.
· Look at the first part of this passage, from verse 25 to verse 32. Why was there such disagreement over who Jesus was and what his purpose was?

· How do you respond to the same or similar disagreements today?

· Since God’s plan of salvation is available for everyone, what does that mean for you?

2. Only Jesus can fill the spiritual void in people’s lives
· What are some of the ways your friends try to fill the spiritual void in their lives?

· Why do you think so many people never think about the spiritual side of filling the emptiness in their lives?

· Think of a time when you were really thirsty.  A can of soda or an energy drink might be good, but water seems to be the perfect thing to quench real thirst.  What things may happen in life to help teenagers discover that they are “spiritually” thirsty?
When Jesus made the statement about living water, it was on the seventh day of the Festival of Shelters.  On that day water was poured on the altar, so Jesus used that moment to give an object lesson.  Just as water satisfies a person’s thirst, Jesus said he was the spiritual water that would quench the thirst in their souls.  Jesus understood that as important as water was, the living water He was giving would satisfy people not only in this life but also for eternity.
3. God wants us to share the message of salvation with others
· If you had to guess, how many people do you cross paths with each day?  Where are some of the common places you run into people each day?

· In verse 37, we see Jesus using a large crowd as an opportunity to declare His message about living water.  What are some common places where your friends gather during the week or over the weekend?  How might these places be good opportunities for sharing your faith with your friends when you get together?

· When thinking about sharing your faith, what scares you the most?  What is one thing you could do to overcome that fear?

In our daily lives, we meet all kinds of people in all kinds of places. Each of these encounters represents a potential conversation about faith in Jesus.  Sharing your faith is as easy as sharing your story.  It’s as simple as telling people who Jesus is, how your life is different because of following Jesus, and how they can make that choice, too.
ADDITIONAL DISCUSSION
Psalm 63:1-5 (nlt)
1O God, you are my God; I earnestly search for you. My soul thirsts for you; my whole body longs for you in this parched and weary land where there is no water. 2I have seen you in your sanctuary and gazed upon your power and glory. 3Your unfailing love is better than life itself; how I praise you! 4I will praise you as long as I live, lifting up my hands to you in prayer. 5You satisfy me more than the richest feast. I will praise you with songs of joy.
· Read Psalm 63:1-5.  How do you think a person gets to a place where their relationship with God can be described as satisfying?
· Do you want to have the kind of relationship with God that David wrote about in Psalm 63?  What will need to change in your life for this to happen?
· It has been common throughout history for people to try filling their spiritual emptiness with spiritually empty things.  How has your relationship with Christ filled your emptiness?
APPLICATION
· What are some things that can help your friends realize they are spiritually empty?
· How might you initiate a conversation with a friend this week about Jesus or about spiritual topics?
· Think of some ways you could share your faith with other people.  Have you ever thought about using social media or your cell phone?  What about inviting your friends to attend your church?  What other ideas might be effective?
SUMMARY 
Jesus makes a bold promise in John 7, one He uniquely can fill.  Jesus says that anyone who has a spiritual thirst can come to Him and find their thirst perfectly quenched.  “Living water,” or the Holy Spirit, will indwell that person as evidence of eternal life in relationship with God.  Think of any of their friends who do not have a relationship with Christ and consider what it would take to lead these friends closer to Jesus.
For Keeps [Memory Verse]

“Anyone who believes in Me may come and drink! For the Scriptures declare, ‘Rivers of living water will flow from his heart’ ” (John 7:38 NLT).
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