JOHN: DISCOVERING LIFE NOW AND FOREVER

Week 1: Jesus: Eternal, Creator, Sustainer

October 28, 2012
GETTING THINGS STARTED
· Does our culture like Jesus?  Give some examples to support your answer.

· What are some of the ways our culture depicts Jesus—both positively and negatively?

· How do our culture’s views on Jesus differ from what the Bible teaches?  Do those differences matter?  Why or why not?

You get many impressions of Jesus from the culture around you.  You see His image plastered on T-shirts.  You hear people use His name as an expletive.  You hear people from other religions acknowledge His existence yet view Him only as a prophet.  As we begin our journey through the Gospel of John, we are going to examine who Jesus is—perhaps in ways you haven’t thought of Him before.
Read John 1:1-14 (nlt)
1In the beginning the Word already existed. The Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He existed in the beginning with God. 3God created everything through him, and nothing was created except through him. 4The Word gave life to everything that was created, and his life brought light to everyone.

5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness can never extinguish it.

6God sent a man, John the Baptist, 7to tell about the light so that everyone might believe because of his testimony. 8John himself was not the light; he was simply a witness to tell about the light. 9The one who is the true light, who gives light to everyone, was coming into the world.

10He came into the very world he created, but the world didn’t recognize him. 11He came to his own people, and even they rejected him. 12But to all who believed him and accepted him, he gave the right to become children of God. 13They are reborn—not with a physical birth resulting from human passion or plan, but a birth that comes from God.

14So the Word became human and made his home among us. He was full of unfailing love and faithfulness. And we have seen his glory, the glory of the Father’s one and only Son.

This book was written by one of Jesus’ closest disciples, John, who also wrote the epistles of 1, 2, and 3 John, along with the book of Revelation.  John and his brother James were the sons of a man named Zebedee and also were known as the Sons of Thunder.

Each of the four gospel writers presents a unique perspective on the birth, life, ministry, death, and resurrection of Jesus.  John focuses on the deity or divine nature of Jesus.  Some theologians have outlined the book of John into four parts:

· The introduction or prologue

· The signs and miracles of Jesus

· Jesus’ ministry to his disciples

· Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection

Our lessons over the next six weeks will cover all four of these major themes.

John begins his book with words that echo the first chapter of Genesis. These words were familiar to the Jewish people of John’s day, since they knew the book of Genesis very well. John immediately introduces the reader to the main character of his book, Jesus, or the Word.  In the opening passage, John explains that Jesus is eternal, was with God during creation, was and is God, and is the light and life we need.

Let’s spend a few minutes discovering some truths about Jesus that are found here in this opening chapter of the Gospel of John.
1. Jesus is eternal
· Have you ever tried to wrap your brain around the idea of eternity—and the truth that God has always existed and will continue to exist forever?  As humans, can we even truly begin to grasp that idea?

· Is the fact that Jesus is eternal new to your way of thinking?
· Verses 1 through 4 refer to Jesus as “the Word” and declare that the Word not only has existed since the beginning of time but also is God.  Why is this a significant statement?
Faith, or trust and confidence in something we cannot see, is the first step in experiencing a relationship with God.  Just like it takes faith to accept the first verse of the Bible, which states that God created the heavens and the earth way back in the beginning, it also takes faith to believe that Jesus was with God the Father during creation and also was and is God the Son.  This is an important truth because it adds validity to the words Jesus spoke during his earthly ministry.  He wasn’t just a wise teacher; He was God in human form.
2.  Jesus is the light of the world
· Think about the darkest place you have ever been.  Maybe it was a cave or your own house when the power went out during a storm.  What was that experience like? How did it feel to be surrounded by darkness?

· When things are dark, a simple flashlight or candle provides incredible illumination. When has someone helped you out of the darkness with a little light?

· In this passage and elsewhere in this book, John uses the idea of Jesus being a light to the world.  In what ways is your school or our community a spiritually dark place? What are some things you could do to bring the spiritual light of Jesus to your school or our town?
People in Jesus’ day understood darkness in ways that many of us cannot.  They had no electricity and no city lights, so when the sun went down, it truly got dark.  John wanted to contrast the darkness with the real light, Jesus.  Just as God broke the physical darkness in the world by creating physical light, Jesus broke spiritual darkness because He was and is the spiritual light.  When we become followers of Christ, we have the opportunity to spread that light into places of darkness in our world.
3. Jesus is the one who sustains us
· Verses 12 and 13 reveal that we are “reborn” when we believe in Jesus and accept him as our Savior.  How is your life different because of your friendship with Jesus? How does your faith provide meaning in life?

· If you were telling a friend that finding life in Christ is the best thing that has ever happened to you, how would you say and explain it?

· Why do many people put Jesus at the end of the list when it comes to finding meaning in life?

When people talk about the meaning of life, it is often a serious discussion.  Philosophers sit around and debate where meaning in life can be found.  John made a bold declaration when he said in verse 4 that Jesus is the source of life and meaning, the One who sustains us. Jesus not only is life, but He also is the key to finding purpose and meaning and the One who sustains us each day.
ADDITIONAL DISCUSSION
John 10:27-30 (nlt)
27”My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. 28I give them eternal life, and they will never perish. No one can snatch them away from me, 29for my Father has given them to me, and he is more powerful than anyone else. No one can snatch them from the Father’s hand. 30The Father and I are one.”
· Read John 10:27-30. In verse 27, Jesus says his sheep recognize his voice. What does this mean, and how can you grow in your ability to recognize Jesus’ voice?
· Have you ever had doubts about whether you are truly a Christian and whether you will spend eternity in heaven?  How do you feel when you read Jesus’ statement in verse 28 that “No one can snatch them away from me”?
· What are some things you do when you have doubts about your relationship with God?
· Are there other Scripture verses you find helpful when you have doubts?  If so, what are they and why are they so encouraging?
APPLICATION
· Jesus brought light and life to our world during his years on earth.  What areas of your life do you want to continue to be changed by the power of your relationship with Jesus?
· How can knowing more about Jesus help you have a deeper devotion to your faith? How would you describe a deeply devoted follower of Jesus Christ, and how can you continue becoming a more deeply devoted follower?
· What are some specific ways we can share Jesus’ light with the world around us?
SUMMARY
Teenagers get many impressions of Jesus from the culture around them.  They see His image plastered on T-shirts.  They hear peers and entertainers use his name as an expletive.  They hear people from other religions acknowledge his existence yet view Him only as a prophet.  This lesson focuses on important truths about Jesus: his eternal nature and role as both creator and sustainer of all things—truths our culture may not recognize but ones essential to passionately following Christ.
For Keeps [Memory Verse]

In the beginning the Word already existed. The Word was with God, and the Word was God (John 1:1 NLT).
Words express thoughts that could not otherwise be known.  Thank you, Father, for sending Jesus to express who You are.
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