Matthew: Christ Our Teacher

Week 3: Compassion for Suffering People
October 7, 2012
GETTING THINGS STARTED
· Why does our culture have such a fascination with superheroes?

· Think of the plotlines for a few superhero movies.  Why do they always involve some major problem or evil or villain that only the superhero can defeat?

· Would or do movies about ordinary people meeting ordinary needs sell as well as superhero movies?  Why or why not?

Have you ever thought that maybe one reason superhero movies are so popular is because there are so many people who are needy?  Think about the people who have spiritual, relational, emotional, or physical needs.  The idea that a superhero might swoop in and save the day would be appealing to a lot of people.  But it doesn’t take a superhero to meet the needs of people.  In fact, you might be just the right person to make an incredible impact on those around you!
Read Matthew 9:35-38 (nlt)
35Jesus traveled through all the towns and villages of that area, teaching in the synagogues and announcing the Good News about the Kingdom. And He healed every kind of disease and illness. 36When He saw the crowds, He had compassion on them because they were confused and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37He said to his disciples, “The harvest is great, but the workers are few. 38So pray to the Lord who is in charge of the harvest; ask Him to send more workers into his fields.”

Jesus was in the habit of meeting needs.  He met people’s physical and spiritual needs.  And He met needs based on His compassion.  Jesus acted out of the same passion that compelled Him to the cross.  Jesus met people’s physical needs through healings and through miraculous intervention, such as feeding thousands of people at a time.  Jesus met people’s spiritual needs through His teaching and ultimately through His forgiving work on the cross.
In this passage from Matthew 9, we see Jesus bridging the gap between His desire to see people’s needs met and His desire to see His followers meet those needs.  Jesus saw so much pain and hurt in humanity.  He turned to His followers and acknowledged what represented a powerful force on this earth: the church.  The global body of Christians would be the “workers” Jesus sent out in the “harvest field.”  What was the harvest field?  The mass of broken people who need the message of Christ.  All who are Christ-followers are called to follow Jesus’ mission of healing the physical and spiritual pains of the lost and needy.  This lesson will challenge us to do just that.
Let’s dig in and examine Jesus’ words from this passage to see exactly how this fleshes out and how it relates to our lives.
1. Jesus feels compassion toward needy people
· Would you describe yourself as a compassionate person?  Why or why not?

· Why is compassion such a powerful motivator for serving people and meeting their needs?

· What might be some unhealthy or selfish motives for helping needy people?  How do you think God feels if we have these motives when we serve or help others?

Jesus met people’s needs because He loved them and felt compassion for them!  Jesus saw the hurt in the world and responded to it.  It’s important to remember that compassion is different from pity.  Compassion is motivated by love.  Pity is motivated by a sense of “Wow, I’m glad that isn’t me.”  Compassion leads to action.  Pity rarely does.
2. People experience both physical and spiritual needs

· Verse 35 says Jesus healed all kinds of physical diseases, and elsewhere in the Gospels, we see him meeting people’s spiritual needs, too.  What are some specific examples of physical and spiritual needs people in our world face today?

· Why do we sometimes ignore the physical and spiritual needs of people around us?

God wants us to pay attention to the needs of people in our world.  Ignoring their needs doesn’t honor God.  That means meeting the physical needs and the spiritual needs of those in our world.  Living as a Christ-follower means loving people and feeling the same kind of compassion that Jesus felt.  Jesus didn’t turn a blind eye or deaf ear on the pain of the hurting.  God wants to see people free from the pain caused by this sinful, fallen world.
3. Jesus calls us to respond to the needs of others
· Look at the metaphor Jesus uses in verses 37 and 38.  What is the harvest, and who are the workers?  What is Jesus communicating here?

· Where do you see the harvest most pressing in our world or in your sphere of influence?

· What might happen if you prayed that God would send you out and use you to meet the needs of people in our community or in other parts of the world?  Is that a prayer you would willingly pray?  Why or why not?

· What obstacles keep you from being more of a worker in God’s field?

· How would it make you feel to know that you could be faithfully carrying out Christ’s commands and helping others?

Jesus saw the broken and the needy as a ripe field ready to be harvested.  All He wanted was more workers!  The same is true in your school, our community, and in this world. There are more hurting people than there are workers.  Jesus wants you to serve and get involved and make a difference.  He wants your heart to be broken by the pain of those who hurt.  And He wants you to do something about the physical and spiritual needs of our world.
ADDITIONAL DISCUSSION
James 2:14-17 (nlt)
14What good is it, dear brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but don’t show it by your actions? Can that kind of faith save anyone? 15Suppose you see a brother or sister who has no food or clothing, 16and you say, “Good-bye and have a good day; stay warm and eat well”—but then you don’t give that person any food or clothing. What good does that do?

17So you see, faith by itself isn’t enough. Unless it produces good deeds, it is dead and useless.

· Read James 2:14-17.  What is James saying in this passage about the connection between our words and our actions?
· What kind of faith do we have if we claim to be a Christ-follower but do not actively engage in meeting the needs of the poor and needy?
· If you evaluated and described your faith right now, based on what James wrote, would you say your faith is on the “dead” end or the “alive” end?  Why?
Proverbs 31:9 (nlt)
Yes, speak up for the poor and helpless, and see that they get justice.

· Read Proverbs 31:9. What are some specific ways you can speak up for the poor and helpless in our society?
APPLICATION
· What are some examples of how we can meet the physical needs of people in our community?
· What are some examples of how we can meet the spiritual needs of people in our community?
· What opportunities do we have as a group to meet other needs in our community?
SUMMARY 
Jesus has a great and abiding love for the world.  Jesus went to the cross with our suffering in mind.  He provided the ultimate solution to the hurt and pain facing a humanity that was wrapped in sin.  Jesus had compassion for the needy, and He calls us to have that same compassion.  God wants to use us to meet the physical and spiritual needs of the needy and suffering.  This lesson challenges us to be faithful workers in the harvest field of the world.
For Keeps [Memory Verse]

He [Jesus] said to his disciples, “The harvest is great, but the workers are few.  So pray to the Lord who is in charge of the harvest; ask Him to send more workers into His fields” (Matthew 9:37-38 NLT).
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