Acts: The Basics Of The Christ-life

Week 1: Empowered to Act

December 9, 2012
GETTING THINGS STARTED
We placed a lamp and a microphone without the cord in the middle of our circle this morning…
· How effective are these items if they aren’t plugged in and receiving electricity?  How does the absence of power limit their effectiveness?

· Without electricity, what could each of these items actually be used for?  Give me some alternative uses for them.

· How is this illustration similar to our need for a spiritual power source?

Without electricity, these items fail to fulfill their purpose.  We might be able to find secondary uses for them, but their intended designs can’t be fulfilled.  Similarly, we need to remain connected to a spiritual power source—we need the Holy Spirit empowering us to fulfill our God-given purpose.  This lesson unpacks some truths about the Holy Spirit and how the Spirit works in our lives.
Read Acts 1:4-11 (nlt)
4Once when He was eating with them, He commanded them, “Do not leave Jerusalem until the Father sends you the gift He promised, as I told you before. 5John baptized with water, but in just a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.”

6So when the apostles were with Jesus, they kept asking Him, “Lord, has the time come for You to free Israel and restore our kingdom?”

7He replied, “The Father alone has the authority to set those dates and times, and they are not for you to know. 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will be My witnesses, telling people about Me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

9After saying this, He was taken up into a cloud while they were watching, and they could no longer see Him. 10As they strained to see Him rising into heaven, two white-robed men suddenly stood among them. 11“Men of Galilee,” they said, “why are you standing here staring into heaven?  Jesus has been taken from you into heaven, but someday He will return from heaven in the same way you saw Him go!”
As we begin our six-week study on the book of Acts, it’s fitting that the first lesson sees Jesus leaving the apostles and ascending to heaven.  After all, Acts is the story of the church’s growth from a regional, rather loosely constituted sect, to a holy movement that had begun its sweep across the globe.  The apostles were at the center of this movement, but not without help.  As we see in this passage, Jesus alludes to the incredible power source that would soon radically empower these ordinary people to be world-shaking evangelists.

The Holy Spirit was the spark that set the world ablaze.  When the Spirit indwelled believers at Pentecost, this represented the permanent indwelling that all Christians would experience as they came to Christ.  And as Pentecost and the rest of the book of Acts reveals, the Spirit radically transformed the lives of the apostles.  This indwelling has had the same radical transformation on followers of Jesus from that day until now, and we are no exception.

As our world grows increasingly opposed to the absolute truth claims the Bible makes, you  may find evangelism something that sets you more and more at odds with the world.  Yet it remains essential that we be people who share our story of a life with Christ.  One of the most important things we can learn is that we are not alone in talking to others about our faith.  The Spirit compels us to speak, empowers us to share, and enables us to testify. Through the power of the Spirit, you can have a powerful impact on others in the name of Jesus.
Before Jesus ascended into heaven here in Acts 1, He gave His followers some important words of hope and a message about the Holy Spirit.  Let’s see how these words still impact us today.
1. The Holy Spirit is God’s promised gift

· Why do we give gifts to other people?  What are some of the reasons?

· Why do you think the Spirit is referred to as a gift from God the Father?
· Do you feel guilty or unworthy to receive gifts from God?  Why or why not?

· When you give gifts to other people, what do you want them to do?  When God gives gifts to you, what do you think He wants you to do?
· Later in this chapter, we learn that about 120 of Jesus’ followers obeyed his instruction to not leave Jerusalem until they received the gift of the Holy Spirit.  Do you think it would have been easy or difficult for them to obey Jesus?  Why?

It is an amazing thing when we consider that the Holy Spirit, who is God himself, permanently dwells inside of us.  It is wonderful, incredible, mysterious, and sometimes hard to wrap our brains around!  But we can be confident that the gift Jesus promised is the gift you currently have inside of you if you are a believer, a follower of Christ.  The presence of God’s Spirit in our lives is a powerful reminder of God’s love for us and a reminder of God’s faithfulness in keeping His promises.
2. The Holy Spirit is our power source for sharing our faith

· What are the three biggest obstacles you face in talking about your faith with others?

· How does it feel to read Jesus’ words that the Holy Spirit would be your power source for the knowledge and boldness needed to talk about your faith?  How does this speak directly to the obstacles you identified a moment ago?

· In verse 8, Jesus says His disciples would be His witnesses; He doesn’t really seem to leave room for this being an optional activity for Christians.  Why is it important for every follower of Christ to share their faith with people?
· What’s the difference between being a witness for Jesus in “Jerusalem”—basically our own community—and being a witness for Jesus in “the ends of the earth”—basically the most distant parts of our world?
Most of you mentioned common, real-life obstacles to sharing your faith, but God has given us the boldness and power we need to overcome these obstacles!  If we aren’t developing the habit of sharing our faith with others, we are failing to make use of what God has given us; we aren’t fully connecting with the power source God has provided.  We have the power to be bold in how we talk about our faith.  We simply have to pray for the Holy Spirit to work in our lives when the opportunities arise.
3. Sharing our faith helps others experience God’s message of hope

· If you’re a follower of Christ, what existence awaits you after you die, or awaits you if Christ were to return today?

· When you think of your friends who do not know Christ, what hope do they have for eternity?  Have you talked to them about what the Bible says happens after death?
· Think back to the obstacles we discussed earlier in the lesson.  How do they stack up against the reality of people spending eternity separated from God if they haven’t received God’s gift of forgiveness through Jesus?

· What if you share and they reject the gospel?  Are you responsible for their response?  Can you trust God with their future if you have done your best and your part and continue to pray for those who need Him?

· Who is ultimately responsible for bringing people to Christ?  (See John 6:44 “No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up at the last day.”)  Does that ease your mind?  Why?
The truth of sharing our faith is quite simple: You and I are God’s main plan to share the story of redemption and love with our world.  God has chosen us, His church, to be the main mouthpiece in this earth.  This is not a responsibility we should take lightly.  You might be the only voice of hope and forgiveness that some people ever hear.  You may play a central role in God’s plan for reaching some of your friends.  But you will never experience this unless you take action.
ADDITIONAL DISCUSSION
1 John 3:24 (nlt)
Those who obey God’s commandments remain in fellowship with Him, and He with them. And we know He lives in us because the Spirit He gave us lives in us.

· Read 1 John 3:24. What does obedience have to do with God’s presence and work in your life?
· When God is present in your life, what effect does this have on how you view the world and our culture?

John 14:25-26 (nlt)
25“I am telling you these things now while I am still with you. 26But when the Father sends the Advocate as My representative—that is, the Holy Spirit—He will teach you everything and will remind you of everything I have told you.”
· Read John 14:25-26. Why would Jesus say his followers—including us—would need the Holy Spirit to be reminded of His teachings and truths?
· Have you ever felt the Holy Spirit lead you or guide you or move in your life—maybe not through an audible voice but through an inward sense?  Was there ever a time when you knew the Spirit was playing a role in your life?  Tell us about that experience.

APPLICATION
· How can you take God up on His promise to empower you through the Holy Spirit? How can you see just how much power He has given you? 
· Regardless of how often you tell others about your faith—whether it happens all the time or rarely happens—how can you become more committed to speaking of your faith to others?  How can we encourage each other in this area?
· Identify three people you know who aren’t followers of Christ.  As you think about sharing your faith with them, what fears or obstacles come to mind right away?  Pray for opportunities to talk with them about Jesus in the coming days and for God’s boldness through the Holy Spirit to share your faith.
SUMMARY 
Evangelism is something many of us seem hesitant to embrace.  Even the word evangelism can evoke feelings of uncertainty and discomfort for some.  Yet, we have to acknowledge that God’s primary plan for sharing the message of Jesus is through the church.  This lesson helped us see that if we are followers of Jesus, the Holy Spirit empowers us to share.  We are not left alone to fend for ourselves.  We have God in us to empower us for service.
For Keeps [Memory Verse]

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you.  And you will be My witnesses, telling people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8 NLT).
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