ISAIAH: Experiencing God in Real Ways

Week 3: Have No Fear (God’s Promised Presence)
August 12, 2012
Yang asked everyone to recall a time when you watched a scary or suspenseful movie, went to a “haunted house” around Halloween, or had some kind of similar experience.  How was the reaction of people around you?

· If you have ever been to a haunted house or watched a suspenseful movie, how did you react when you were scared—and why?

· How are the fears you experience in these situations different from other fears you might confront in your life?

· What are some things you fear in “real life”?
(Answers given ranged from fear of heights, insects, to the unknown future)
· How might our relationship with Christ affect our fears—or our response to our fears?

The fears we face when visiting a “haunted house” or when watching a scary movie rarely have the power to deeply impact our lives.  But all of us face difficult times in life that can cause us to fear.  Sometimes we fear things that may or may not ever happen.  As we move through life, it’s important that we discover and believe the truth that God is in complete control.  We can face anything that comes our way because our security is in Christ, not through possessions or material things or unreliable people.
Read Isaiah 43:1-7 (nlt)
1But now, O Jacob, listen to the Lord who created you. O Israel, the one who formed you says, “Do not be afraid, for I have ransomed you. I have called you by name; you are mine. 2When you go through deep waters, I will be with you. When you go through rivers of difficulty, you will not drown. When you walk through the fire of oppression, you will not be burned up; the flames will not consume you. 3For I am the Lord, your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. I gave Egypt as a ransom for your freedom; I gave Ethiopia and Seba in your place. 4Others were given in exchange for you. I traded their lives for yours because you are precious to me. You are honored, and I love you. 5“Do not be afraid, for I am with you. I will gather you and your children from east and west. 6I will say to the north and south, ‘Bring my sons and daughters back to Israel from the distant corners of the earth. 7Bring all who claim me as their God, for I have made them for my glory. It was I who created them.’”

In this passage, Isaiah communicates the truth of how much God loved His people and the lengths God had gone to in order to bring them back to Him.  God’s love does not fluctuate or come and go; it remains steady and consistent and doesn’t change depending on circumstances.
We can discover a tremendous amount of security and confidence from studying this passage.  As we face the inevitable trials of life, God promises to be with us and walk with us.  Nothing this world throws at us can conquer the unending love God has for us.
Let’s spend a few minutes learning more about God’s promise to be with us during the most difficult times in life.
1. Life brings moments and situations that stir our fears
· When do you feel most secure and confident?  When do you find yourself struggling to feel secure and confident?
· Is it possible to go through life and never experience any fears?  Why or why not?
· What are some experiences you’ve faced—or experiences other teenagers might face—that might feel like “rivers of difficulty” or a “fire of oppression,” as verse 2 says?
Sometimes people are convinced that life becomes perfect and carefree once they become Christ-followers.  Unfortunately, this isn’t quite true.  When you read the Bible, you never see God promising that we’ll never face challenges or difficult times in life, but we do see God promising that we’ll never face those moments alone.
2. We can choose how we respond to fear
· Why do people scream or jump or display other behaviors when they are scared in “haunted houses” or when watching scary movies?  What does this response reveal?

· What are some natural, common reactions when we face the kinds of experiences we read about in this passage?
· What does our response to difficult, challenging, fearful times in life say to the world about our trust in God?
If fear and difficulties aren’t completely unavoidable, we can find hope in the truth that we can choose how we will respond to these tough times.  If we choose poorly, we find ourselves becoming more anxious, more worried, more pessimistic, and more convinced God doesn’t care about us.  But if we choose well and remember that God hasn’t abandoned us, we can become more confident, more calm, more peaceful, and more focused on God’s protection and provision.
3. God’s love can fuel our confidence during fearful times
· Do you easily trust people who truly love you?  Why or why not?
· What evidence of God’s love do you see in this passage?
· How can focusing on God’s love impact how you handle difficult, fearful situations?
God didn’t have to rescue the Israelites.  God didn’t have to send Christ to ransom us from sin and death.  But God did, and it wasn’t because of anything any of us did.  God loves us and goes to great lengths to bring us back to Him, and because of that love, God promises to never leave us alone—a truth that provides powerful confidence.
1 Peter 1:3-7 (nlt)
3All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. It is by his great mercy that we have been born again, because God raised Jesus Christ from the dead.  Now we live with great expectation, 4and we have a priceless inheritance—an inheritance that is kept in heaven for you, pure and undefiled, beyond the reach of change and decay. 5And through your faith, God is protecting you by His power until you receive this salvation, which is ready to be revealed on the last day for all to see.

6So be truly glad. There is wonderful joy ahead, even though you have to endure many trials for a little while. 7These trials will show that your faith is genuine. It is being tested as fire tests and purifies gold—though your faith is far more precious than mere gold. So when your faith remains strong through many trials, it will bring you much praise and glory and honor on the day when Jesus Christ is revealed to the whole world.
· Read 1 Peter 1:3-7. Why do our responses to life’s tough times reveal the genuineness of our faith, as Peter says in verse 7?  Why does our faith need to be tested?
· Most people look at trials and struggles as negative things.  What does this passage reveal about the positive impact they can have?
· Have you experienced a time when a difficult situation helped to strengthen your faith?  If so, what did you learn through this experience?
· How does this passage connect to the verses we studied earlier from Isaiah 43?
Application
· What are some practical things you can do regularly to remind yourself that God is in control, even during life’s most difficult moments?
· If you’re going through any “rivers of difficulty” or a “fire of oppression” right now, how can you remain focused on God’s promise not to leave you alone or abandon you?  How can I pray for you?

· How might you rewrite Isaiah 43:1-4 as a personal declaration from God to you? What reminders of God’s past protection and provision would you include?  What current or upcoming challenges would God declare that you could face with His strength?
SUMMARY 
Many people seek security in their deepest friendships, their jobs and life roles, or their material possessions.  Scripture tells us that we find our truest security in God because we are God’s prized possessions and God looks after us with unmatched care and affection. As such, we can boldly know that God is with us through every situation we face in life, good or bad.  This knowledge can lead us to expressing great trust in God’s ability to lead, care for, and direct our lives. This lesson helps us discover that we can face anything that comes our way when we find security in Christ, not through possessions or material things or unreliable people.
For Keeps [Memory Verse]
“When you go through deep waters, I will be with you. When you go through rivers of difficulty, you will not drown. When you walk through the fire of oppression, you will not be burned up; the flames will not consume you” (Isaiah 43:2 NLT).

Alternative verse:
Psalm 34:19 “Many are the afflictions of the righteous, but the LORD delivers him out of them all.”
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