ISAIAH: Experiencing God in Real Ways

Week 2: Proof Positive (Isaiah’s Prophecy About Christ)

August 5, 2012
Seth began today’s Sunday School by showing a video clip from a 1967 film that predicted what in-home technology would look like in the future: youtube.com/watch?v=rpq5ZmANp0k.

· Why do people have such a fascination with predicting what the future will be like?

· What things did they get right in the video clip?  Are you impressed with these predictions?  Why or why not?

· How might a prophecy about something that would happen 700 years in the future be more impressive than the predictions in the video?  What level of confidence would you have in someone that could predict something 700 years in advance?

The people who made that video clip were pretty accurate in guessing how some things would function a few decades in the future.  They were able to see how technology was trending and they made educated guesses about how it would advance over time.  As impressive as this is, it doesn’t compare to some of the prophecies we see in the Bible. Throughout the Old Testament we read details about the coming of the Messiah, and then we see those prophecies’ fulfillment in the arrival of Jesus in the New Testament.  Did you know Jesus fulfilled 333 Old Testament prophecies in His lifetime?  See http://oneinmessiah.net/333Prophecies.htm 
Read Isaiah 9:1-7 (nlt)
1Nevertheless, that time of darkness and despair will not go on forever. The land of Zebulun and Naphtali will be humbled, but there will be a time in the future when Galilee of the Gentiles, which lies along the road that runs between the Jordan and the sea, will be filled with glory.

2The people who walk in darkness will see a great light. For those who live in a land of deep darkness, a light will shine. 3You will enlarge the nation of Israel, and its people will rejoice. They will rejoice before you as people rejoice at the harvest and like warriors dividing the plunder. 4For you will break the yoke of their slavery and lift the heavy burden from their shoulders. You will break the oppressor’s rod, just as you did when you destroyed the army of Midian. 5The boots of the warrior and the uniforms bloodstained by war will all be burned. They will be fuel for the fire.

6For a child is born to us, a son is given to us. The government will rest on his shoulders. And he will be called: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7His government and its peace will never end. He will rule with fairness and justice from the throne of his ancestor David for all eternity. The passionate commitment of the Lord of Heaven’s Armies will make this happen!

While we don’t know many details about the life of the prophet Isaiah, we do know that he had an incredible encounter with God and was commissioned to go out and proclaim God’s message to the people of Israel.  While this message was difficult because of its pronouncements of punishment and judgment, it included a message of restoration and hope—hope found in the coming Messiah.  The prophecies we read about the Messiah here in Isaiah 9 were written around 700 years prior to the earthly arrival of Jesus Christ.
These prophecies, along with many others throughout the Old Testament, predicted the coming of the Messiah and the salvation he would bring. Passages like these help us see the plan God had in place all throughout the Old Testament and give us a level of confidence about the accuracy of what is recorded in Scripture.  As we see the prophecies of the Old Testament match up with the birth, life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, we know that the Jesus we read about in the Gospels was in fact the long-awaited Messiah. This type of evidence is significant for our own faith, but it’s also important to remember these truths as we tell others about Jesus.
If the things written about Jesus throughout both the Old and New testaments are true, it forces us to make a conscious decision about whether or not we are going to follow him. Jesus isn’t simply a meek teacher with some cool teachings.  He’s the Son of God who came to give us a way to experience a restored relationship with God—and to establish his reign throughout the earth.

Today we’re going to look at an Old Testament passage about the Messiah and see how Jesus Christ was the fulfillment of these prophecies, which were written more than 700 years prior to his birth.  These prophecies help us see the unity and reliability of Scripture as well as the identity of Jesus as the Messiah.

1. Fulfilled prophecies give us confidence in the reliability of Scripture

Matthew 4:12-16 (nlt)
12When Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he left Judea and returned to Galilee. 13He went first to Nazareth, then left there and moved to Capernaum, beside the Sea of Galilee, in the region of Zebulun and Naphtali. 14This fulfilled what God said through the prophet Isaiah:

15“In the land of Zebulun and of Naphtali, beside the sea, beyond the Jordan River, in Galilee where so many Gentiles live, 16the people who sat in darkness have seen a great light. And for those who lived in the land where death casts its shadow, a light has shined.”

· Read Matthew 4:12-16. How does the prophecy in Isaiah 9:1-2 match up with what was recorded in Matthew over 700 years later?

· How does the fulfillment of ancient prophecies impact how you view the content of the Bible?

· Some people argue that God is different in the Old and New testaments. How do passages like this help us explain the unchanging nature of God, God’s character, and God’s plan?

It is amazing to see how something written more than 700 years earlier was fulfilled in the New Testament.  There are numerous other prophecies in the Old Testament that we see come true in the New Testament.  This helps us to have confidence in the writing of Scripture.  It shows that it wasn’t just random people writing down guesses about what might happen.  Rather, the Spirit of God inspired them to write down what was definitely going to happen, in order to point people toward God.  This can give us a bold confidence to spread the message of Christ to those around us.

2. Prophecies help us better understand who Jesus is

Luke 2:11 (nlt)
The Savior—yes, the Messiah, the Lord—has been born today in Bethlehem, the city of David!

· Read Luke 2:11. What do this verse and Isaiah 9:6 tell you about the role and purpose of the Messiah, Jesus?
· Many people like to describe Jesus as simply a good teacher.  How do these passages impact the way we view that description of Christ?
· How do the prophecies in this passage—and ones found elsewhere in the Old Testament—help us gain a better, fuller understanding of who Jesus is?
A deeper understanding of Old Testament prophecies about Jesus help us gain a more complete picture of who He is.  We begin to understand that His incarnation was the plan. We see that the Jesus of the Gospels is the Messiah prophesied about hundreds of years before he came to earth.  This helps debunk the notion that Jesus is simply a teacher to be admired.  Instead, he’s the true Son of God who is worthy of our worship, honor, and obedience. 
3. Biblical truths about Jesus remain the same today
Luke 1:32-33 (nlt)
32He will be very great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his ancestor David. 33And he will reign over Israel forever; his Kingdom will never end!”

· Read Luke 1:32-33. When compared with Isaiah 9:7, what do these passages tell us about the authority of Jesus?
· Why do some people pick and choose which truths about Jesus they want to recognize and which they don’t?  For example, why might some people look at Jesus as a good teacher but not accept biblical truth that He was the promised Messiah and the Son of God?
· How might Jesus’ role and authority impact the way we respond to Him with our lives?
· Why is it important for us to be able to explain to others the impact that Christ has had on our lives?
Some people choose to overlook or ignore Jesus’ identity as king and ruler.  They focus on the parts of Jesus’ teachings that fit with the way they want to live their lives.  But that isn’t the way God wants us to live.  We can’t just selectively decide which aspects of Jesus we like or want to obey.  We have to look at all of Scripture and what it says about Jesus and then make a choice to fully, truly follow him.

Additional Discussion

Luke 9:23-26 (nlt)
23Then he said to the crowd, “If any of you wants to be my follower, you must turn from your selfish ways, take up your cross daily, and follow me. 24If you try to hang on to your life, you will lose it. But if you give up your life for my sake, you will save it. 25And what do you benefit if you gain the whole world but are yourself lost or destroyed? 26If anyone is ashamed of me and my message, the Son of Man will be ashamed of that person when he returns in his glory and in the glory of the Father and the holy angels.

· Read Luke 9:23-26. What does this passage reveal about the kind of life Jesus calls us to lead?

· How does this passage relate to what we’ve studied so far about who Jesus truly is?

· If we know and accept who Jesus is, why is it still sometimes to fully obey him or lead a life that honors Him?

Application
· How does your relationship with Jesus impact your life on a daily basis?  What habits or choices might increase that impact?
· Based on what we’ve learned, studied, and discussed today about Jesus’ full identity, what does it look like for a person to truly submit to and follow after Christ?
· Take a few minutes to write down specific ways Jesus has changed your life, and then share your list.
For Keeps [Memory Verse]

For a child is born to us, a son is given to us. The government will rest on his shoulders. And he will be called: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace (Isaiah 9:6 NLT).
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