ISAIAH: Experiencing God in Real Ways

Week 1: Ready to Go (Isaiah’s Call)

July 29, 2012
GETTING THINGS STARTED
Consider a pair of new running shoes vs. a pair of “broken-in” shoes:

· Which shoes would you rather have, the new ones or the used ones—and why?
· What if I said that you had to run 7 miles in whichever pair you chose?  Is one pair better than the other, for that purpose?

We often assume that when something is perfect and new, it always represents the best option for a particular purpose.  But that is not the case when it comes to running shoes. Setting out on a long run with a brand-new pair of shoes will cause you a lot of discomfort! Runners know that shoes must be broken in before they are put to the test.  Running shoes don’t have to be “perfect” to be useful.  In today’s lesson, we’re going to see this same principle applied to our lives: We don’t have to be perfect to be used by God.

Read Isaiah 6, but  the lesson will focus on Isaiah 6:1-8 (nlt)
1It was in the year King Uzziah died that I saw the Lord. He was sitting on a lofty throne, and the train of his robe filled the Temple. 2Attending him were mighty seraphim, each having six wings. With two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they flew. 3They were calling out to each other,

“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of Heaven’s Armies! The whole earth is filled with his glory!”

4Their voices shook the Temple to its foundations, and the entire building was filled with smoke.

5Then I said, “It’s all over! I am doomed, for I am a sinful man. I have filthy lips, and I live among a people with filthy lips. Yet I have seen the King, the Lord of Heaven’s Armies.”

6Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a burning coal he had taken from the altar with a pair of tongs. 7He touched my lips with it and said, “See, this coal has touched your lips. Now your guilt is removed, and your sins are forgiven.”

8Then I heard the Lord asking, “Whom should I send as a messenger to this people? Who will go for us?”

I said, “Here I am. Send me.”
As you read this chapter, you discover that Isaiah had a pretty bold message.  God wanted him to call the people of Israel out for their pride, immorality, idol-worship, and a host of other things.  Isaiah’s availability and willingness to do what God called him to do was birthed out of the incredible encounter he had with God.

God’s holiness, majesty, and grace to an undeserving sinner helped motivate Isaiah to go out and follow God’s plan.  The message God called Isaiah to proclaim wasn’t a pretty one, and God even told him up front that people weren’t going to respond in the way he might hope.  Isaiah didn’t back down, though; he went out and proclaimed God’s tough message.

While most of us haven’t had the kind of vivid experience with God that Isaiah had, we have experienced the same measure of grace, if we’re followers of Christ.  We’re all undeserving sinners, we’re all imperfect, and we all have a long list of reasons why God shouldn’t use us. Yet God has redeemed us through grace and commissioned us, just like Isaiah, to go out and proclaim a message to a lost and dying world.  We’ll never muster enough strength to do this on our own.  We must be humbled and moved by God’s holiness and grace and realize God gives us everything we need to complete the task.

This is the first of four lessons that we are going to study and look at God’s power at work in and through Isaiah.  In this lesson, we’ll be looking at God’s call for Isaiah to be his messenger.  Let’s spend a few minutes discovering what we can learn about being ready to respond when God calls us.

1. God can use us despite our imperfections

· How would you feel or react if you experienced the same kind of vision Isaiah saw at the beginning of this passage?

· In verse 5, Isaiah recognizes his imperfection because of seeing God’s perfection. What situations cause you to recognize your imperfection and need for God’s grace and forgiveness?

· Why do some Christians believe they aren’t “good enough” or “qualified enough” to do anything meaningful or significant for God?  If this is something you’ve struggled with, why have you believed this?
· Can you think of times in Scripture when God used people in mighty ways despite their sin, imperfections, and past mistakes?  If so, share some examples. [NOTE: Moses killed a man yet led the Israelites out of captivity in Egypt; David committed adultery with Bathsheba and arranged for her husband to be killed, yet he was called a man after God’s own heart; Paul persecuted Christians, yet God used him to spread the message of Jesus.]

· Will God still use us to do meaningful, impacting things if we haven’t sought forgiveness for past sins and mistakes?  Why or why not?

When Isaiah interacted with God, he was immediately aware of his imperfections and sinfulness.  Recognizing our sin is important for us to fully appreciate God’s grace.  We do need to seek God’s forgiveness, or else our sins will draw us away from a God-centered life. However, once we’ve received God’s forgiveness, we can’t let our mistakes and imperfections hinder us from responding to God and allowing God to use us to do meaningful, significant things.  God’s grace gives us the strength to respond, serve, go, or proclaim his message boldly.

2. God’s grace and mercy draw us toward obedience
· Does obeying God ever feel like following a chore list?  Why or why not?
· How can God’s grace toward us prompt and motivate us to being available and responding to God’s call to serve, go, or proclaim His message?
· How and why does the gift of forgiveness motivate Isaiah in this passage?
· How does God’s use of imperfect people bring Him glory?
God demonstrated incredible grace toward Isaiah and assured him that he was forgiven and fit for use.  We can find strength to obey God through the grace and forgiveness we have received.  God deserves all the honor and praise and credit when imperfect people are used for incredible purposes, because these things would not and could not happen without God’s involvement.
3. God calls us to respond
· What are some consequences of not making ourselves available to be used by God?
· What might we miss, and how might our attitude affect our relationship with God?
· Why can we be confident as we seek to carry out whatever God calls us to do?
· What are some specific ways God might call you to be a messenger to your friends, your school, or your generation?

When I read verse 8, it almost feels like a little kid saying, “Ooh, pick me! Pick me!”  Isaiah displays enthusiasm and eagerness in his response.  God didn’t have to force or prod him into action; Isaiah willingly made himself available.  Isaiah was given a pretty tough task. Later in the chapter, God tells Isaiah to declare that Israel will face consequences because of disobedience and a hardened attitude toward God—but that a remnant would remain. Isaiah willingly responded and obeyed and became God’s messenger to his nation.
Jeremiah 1:4-9 (nlt)
4The Lord gave me this message:

5“I knew you before I formed you in your mother’s womb. Before you were born I set you apart and appointed you as my prophet to the nations.”

6“O Sovereign Lord,” I said, “I can’t speak for you! I’m too young!”

7The Lord replied, “Don’t say, ‘I’m too young,’ for you must go wherever I send you and say whatever I tell you. 8And don’t be afraid of the people, for I will be with you and will protect you. I, the Lord, have spoken!” 9Then the Lord reached out and touched my mouth and said,

“Look, I have put my words in your mouth!
· Read Jeremiah 1:4-9. What is your response to Jeremiah’s main excuse for not wanting to obey God?  Can you relate?  Why or why not?

· Why is it sometimes hard to remember that God is always with us?

· What are some situations when people might say your impact for God will be limited because of your age, even though you know differently?  What’s the right way to respond to someone who says you’re too young to accomplish meaningful things for God?
Application
· What are some specific ways you can remind yourself to passionately pursue God’s calling on your life—whether it’s a very specific calling for you or a very broad calling that applies to all followers of Christ?

· What are some practical ways you can remind yourself each day that God will walk with you through whatever you’re called to do?

· Is there anything in your life you’ve been sensing God wanting you to do, but you haven’t responded because you feel unworthy?  If so, can the verses from today’s lesson encourage you?  How can we pray for you?

For Keeps [Memory Verse]

Then I heard the Lord asking, “Whom should I send as a messenger to this people? Who will go for us?” I said, “Here I am. Send me” (Isaiah 6:8 NLT).
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