Deuteronomy: Lives That Honor God

Week 2: Foundation of Faithfulness
Deuteronomy 7:7-9
April 8, 2012
GETTING STARTED

We began Sunday School today with a clip from the opening scene of the animated movie Up.  This clip showed Carl and Ellie experiencing both joy and pain in their life together. While it had lots of humor, there were definitely “tear jerker” moments, especially when it powerfully depicted their faithfulness in an earthly relationship.

They began with a shared interest in explorer Charles Muntz and his dirigible, the Spirit of Adventure.  It shows Carl as a boy with his blue helium balloon meeting Ellie, by chance on his way home from the theatre which had just reported on Muntz, in a dilapidated house that she had converted into the famous airship/clubhouse.  Both with explorer hats and goggles on, they became fast friends.  After Carl breaks his arm crossing a plank of wood at the urge of Ellie in order to reclaim his balloon, she sneaks into his room with his balloon and shows him her “Adventure Book,” where she had written down plans to visit Paradise Falls in South America when she grows up.  She made him swear to take them there with a blimp someday.  
The rest of the clip has no spoken words:  It fast forwards to when they get married and immediately move into their new home/old clubhouse they bought together.  Still in their wedding attire, they begin fixing the home up and putting personal and colorful touches to their house.  The rest … well, you just have to watch it yourself.  It’s too touching to describe.

· There were some happy moments in this clip. But the theme of the clip is kind of a sad, regretful one. What promise was made in the clip that went unfulfilled in Ellie’s lifetime?

· Why didn’t Carl and Ellie keep their promise to go to Paradise Falls?

· What effect did this unfulfilled promise have on Carl? How do you know?

If you remember how Up worked out, Carl did make it to Paradise Falls in honor of Ellie. It was a bittersweet moment because she wasn’t there to enjoy it with him. We do our best in life to remain faithful and fulfill our promises, but sometimes we can’t. Fortunately, God is consistent, reliable, and unchanging. We’ll learn today how we can depend on God and how God’s faithfulness impacts our lives.

Read Deuteronomy 7:7-9 (nlt)
7“The Lord did not set his heart on you and choose you because you were more numerous than other nations, for you were the smallest of all nations! 8Rather, it was simply that the Lord loves you, and he was keeping the oath he had sworn to your ancestors. That is why the Lord rescued you with such a strong hand from your slavery and from the oppressive hand of Pharaoh, king of Egypt. 9Understand, therefore, that the Lord your God is indeed God. He is the faithful God who keeps his covenant for a thousand generations and lavishes his unfailing love on those who love him and obey his commands.”
Similar to the context of the first lesson in this study on Deuteronomy, this week’s passage features Moses giving the Israelites general covenant expectations from God’s laws, passing along God’s kingdom requirements for his people.  God called the Israelites into existence through Abraham and then redeemed them from slavery in Egypt.  It is only fitting that God would teach his people what was expected of them in their covenant relationship.

This passage contains two very important truths.  First, the Israelites were called to be humble before God.  The Israelites were not chosen because of anything they had done. They had not merited God’s affection or favor.  In fact, it was the opposite.  The Israelites were the fewest of peoples. God’s choosing of the Israelites was born out of love, and only His love.  Similarly, we can receive God’s gift of forgiveness through Jesus only because of God’s love, not because of anything we do or earn.

Second, we see a great testimony of God’s faithfulness.  In verse 9, the Israelites were told that their deliverance was evidence of God’s power, love, and faithfulness.  God’s love held together the covenant relationship with the Israelites.  This fact is unchanged when it comes to our relationship with God.  It is only by God’s unfailing love and faithfulness that we are able to have a personal, saving relationship with him.  This perspective can motivate us to draw closer to God and to live fuller lives, knowing that God’s faithfulness is the foundation of our faith journey.

In today’s passage, Moses told the Israelites about the covenant relationship between them and God. A covenant is a formal and binding agreement between two parties. God promised to protect and bless the Israelites if they promised to be faithful.

1. God offers a restored relationship because of love, not because we deserve it

· If we all got what we truly deserved in life, would that be good or bad? Why?

· What are some examples of how love has motivated you to display good attitudes or good behavior toward people who didn’t deserve it?

· Look at verses 7-8. When God freed Israel from captivity in Egypt, what did that reveal about His love?
His love will find a way to keep His promise.  

He comes through on His promises.  He already told Abraham in Genesis 15:13-14 that his people will be afflicted 400 years in a strange land but will come out with great possessions.

· What are some of the possible dangers of expecting God to answer your prayers because you’ve somehow earned it?

Verses 7 and 8 reveal that God didn’t choose Israel because of some awesome thing they had done or because they brought a lot to the table.  God chose Israel because of His love for them.  It’s the same with us.  God willingly and lovingly looks past our weaknesses, flaws, and deficiencies.  God has opened the kingdom to us through faith in his Son, Jesus. God has provided a way for our sins to be forgiven and for us to live a meaningful life on this earth and in eternity with him.  And all of this is motivated solely by God’s love for us.
2. God promises to provide and care for us

· What are things that you do out of love for others?  How are those things different from things you do out of obligation?
· Does God’s promise of protection and provision mean life will always be easy for us? Why or why not?
· How and why do we sometimes not see that God is working in our lives? 
Distractions

Too wrapped up in ourselves/our problems

Don’t want to see because it implies He is real and we must acknowledge and respond to Him properly.

God’s relationship with the Israelites was rooted in love.  God promised to protect and bless them, and God kept His word.  God delivered the Israelites from slavery and into the land promised to them.  God works in our lives, too, providing for us and caring for us.  We can look at our lives and know that God is at work.
3. God’s love and faithfulness are perfect and unchanging

· What do you count on God for in your life?

· Why is it so painful when people let you down or fail to come through?

· Look at verse 9.  How do you feel when you read that God is faithful?  Do you find that easy or difficult to believe? Explain.

· Unlike God, we are not perfect and we struggle to remain faithful—but why is it important to practice and grow in faithfulness in our lives?

God’s faithfulness is unchanging.  God is as faithful today as He was to the Israelites thousands of years ago. We can count on God in ways that we can’t count on others.  Unlike even our closest friends, God is incapable of failing us.  We can always rely on God.  When we are down, God is there.  When we are up, God is there.  No matter where we are or what we are doing, we can count on God’s faithful presence and provision.
ADDITIONAL DISCUSSION [optional]

Read Lamentations 3:22-23 (nlt)
22The faithful love of the Lord never ends! His mercies never cease. 23Great is his faithfulness; his mercies begin afresh each morning.
· Read Lamentations 3:22-24. According to these verses, what keeps us from being “consumed” or overwhelmed in tough times?
· When have you seen God’s love sustain you through tough times in life?  What did you learn through those experiences?
· What is comforting about the fact that God’s mercies are renewed each day?
APPLICATION
· Knowing that life is full of twists and turns we can’t always see, how does the truth that God has been with you in the past make you feel for the future?

· In what ways can you trust God with your future?
· What habits or steps can help you grow as a person who is faithful to God and to other people?
· Can you identify some of the promises God makes in the Bible?  If so, how have you seen God keep them in your life or the lives of your family and/or friends?  If not, consider doing a little research, then watching to see how God keeps his promises in your life.

For Keeps [Memory Verse]

“Understand, therefore, that the Lord your God is indeed God. He is the faithful God who keeps his covenant for a thousand generations and lavishes his unfailing love on those who love him and obey his commands” (Deuteronomy 7:9 NLT).
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