EXODUS: when God’s On your side

Week 2: Looking Back (Remembering God’s Deliverance)
Exodus 13:3-10
March 11, 2012

Today, we went around the group and heard some of you share some of your favorite childhood memories—Jonathan’s fond recollection of Pokemon and PBS shows, Yang’s creation for an electric magnet at age 5 (which may have contributed to his “current” field of advanced circuitry in college), early sketches as a kid, first church camp without parents, etc.
· Why are these memories so significant?

· What emotions do you feel when you recall these memories?

· Why is it important for us to remember significant moments in our lives? What might we lose if we don’t?

Believe it or not, the theme of “remembering” is prominent in Scripture—and in the Old Testament, the word in Hebrew actually suggests active engagement by reliving and participating in that memory again and again. Throughout the Bible, we read about people who stopped and made a point of remembering times when God had been faithful to them. Today we’re going to look at one of those moments and why this type of reflection remains important to us today.
Read Exodus 13:3-10 (nlt)
3So Moses said to the people, “This is a day to remember forever—the day you left Egypt, the place of your slavery. Today the Lord has brought you out by the power of his mighty hand. (Remember, eat no food containing yeast.) 4On this day in early spring, in the month of Abib, you have been set free. 5You must celebrate this event in this month each year after the Lord brings you into the land of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Hivites, and Jebusites. (He swore to your ancestors that he would give you this land—a land flowing with milk and honey.) 6For seven days the bread you eat must be made without yeast. Then on the seventh day, celebrate a feast to the Lord. 7Eat bread without yeast during those seven days. In fact, there must be no yeast bread or any yeast at all found within the borders of your land during this time.

8“On the seventh day you must explain to your children, ‘I am celebrating what the Lord did for me when I left Egypt.’ 9This annual festival will be a visible sign to you, like a mark branded on your hand or your forehead. Let it remind you always to recite this teaching of the Lord: ‘With a strong hand, the Lord rescued you from Egypt.’ 10So observe the decree of this festival at the appointed time each year.

This passage comes as the Hebrews are on the cusp of their exodus from Egypt. God had sent a series of plagues against the Egyptians, and the Pharaoh finally agreed to let the Hebrews leave.
God had come to Moses and had given him the specific instructions we see in this passage—instructions for the observance of the Passover Feast, a special time of remembrance for the Israelites. This feast would remind future generations that God had heard the cries of his people and, because of the covenant promise with them, redeemed them from slavery in Egypt and established them as a nation. This has meaningful ramifications for us, as Christ was sent through the Jews to redeem all humanity from sin.

This passage reminds us of a powerful truth. As Christ-followers, we can be assured that God actively intervenes in our lives. First and foremost, we can know beyond a shadow of a doubt that God has miraculously intervened on our behalf to offer the gift of salvation. Christ’s intervention on the cross and the subsequent forgiveness available to us is something we should always remember. But we also can look at our lives and see times when God has moved powerfully to work for our good and His glory. The heart of this passage is a call to remember these times and to praise God accordingly.

As you grow in your faith, you will experience times when God works in and through your life in significant ways. Maybe it happens through circumstances, opportunities, interactions with others, or a personal exchange with God’s Spirit. Scripture reveals again and again that the proper response to these interactions with God is to acknowledge them and to worship God for them. Remembering God’s intervention in our lives is a vital part of our spiritual journey.

Let’s spend a few minutes discussing some truths and ideas from these verses—especially about the importance of remembering the ways God works in our lives.
1. When God intervenes, it is a memorable moment

· What’s the most incredible, amazing thing you’ve seen God do in your life or in the life of someone you know?
(Courtney shared how the doctor said she was dead in her mom’s womb, but somehow God made her alive again and she was born healthy.)

· God does work in our lives, yet we sometimes have a hard time seeing or remembering it—why?
Distractions.  Too busy to pay attention.  Too many “little things.”  Someone said that a “coincidence” is when God performs a miracle but never got the credit.  Maybe we aren’t close enough or experienced enough to notice when He does things for us.

· What if God didn’t work in our lives? What would that say about God’s character?

· In verse 4, Moses tells the people they ought to celebrate this moment because it was the day they were set free. What are some God-honoring moments or experiences in our lives that are worth celebrating year after year—and why?

The coming of Christ (Christmas), His resurrection (Easter), church 30th year anniversary (and looking at what each building on our campus means to us spiritually—how far God has brought us in faith), our baptism in water and subsequent communion each month to remember what Jesus did for us, wedding anniversary to remember our marriage vows before God and man.
God cares deeply about us. God works in our lives in ways that bring about good for us and bring glory to him. That’s how God has always worked in the lives of those who believe in him, and it is the way God will always work. We can count on God’s hand working in our lives, and when that happens, it’s a moment worth remembering.
2. When God intervenes, we ought to respond with worship

· When someone says it’s time to worship God because of things he has done, what does that phrase mean to you?
Worship begins with gratefulness.  You cannot worship God if you are not thankful for all that He is and all that He’s done for you.

· Describe the status of your “praise life.” Are you in the habit of offering praise to God for who he is? If so, what are some ways you praise and worship God? If not, why not?
Spotty (inconsistent)? In the car.  Can’t find good praise bands.  Prayer.  Too tired at night. 

We watched a movie clip about worship that reminded us that worship is not…
A style,

Something on stage,

What is contemporary,

What is popular,

Keeping up with the Joneses,

Just music,

Just on Sunday,

Knowing the right words,
Being seen,

Being on pitch,

Your preference,

Your comfort zone,

Your situation,

Your inability to carry a tune,

A tradition, but an affection, 

An attending, but a serving,

A suggestion, but our purpose,

An obligation, but an eruption,

A habit, but it’s a yearning,

A contest, but it’s about your character,

A script, but it’s a response,

A concert, but it’s a joyful noise,

An action, but a lifestyle,

About you.

Now that we’ve cleared that out of our way, the only thing left … is our God

Worship is a reflection of how we view our God.  What does your reflection look like?

· In this passage, Moses tells the people they ought to worship God and celebrate their deliverance through an annual feast. What are some other ways we might worship and celebrate God’s work in our lives?
· What can keep you from consistently praising God the way you would like to?

· If we stop worshipping God for working in our lives, will God stop working in our lives? Why or why not?

Praising and worshipping God is the right response for who God is and all God has done for us. It simply ought to be our natural reaction to God’s blessings, answers to prayer, interventions, and works in our lives. It doesn’t have to be fancy, or public, or formal—but it can be, if that’s the most powerful expression of our gratitude and love for God. Our worship ought to be personal and heartfelt, a deep “thank you” for the times God has worked in and through our lives.
3. Remembering God’s work in the past gives us strength for the future

· Think of a childhood memory that continues to inspire, excite, or motivate you today. Why is it so powerful? Why does it still have that effect on you?

· God called the Israelites to remember his faithfulness to them. How and why would this provide strength for them in the future?
· How might an “attitude of gratitude” toward God help us on our spiritual journey?
It’s so vital that we remember who God is and what God has done for us. This “attitude of gratitude” gives us a healthy perspective as we face challenges in the future. When we remember all the things God has done in the past, we can experience greater faith and confidence in God’s ability to help us in the future. God is constantly doing things in and through our lives, and remembering this truth is key to a vibrant personal relationship with God.
Read Luke 1:39-55 (nlt)
39A few days later Mary hurried to the hill country of Judea, to the town 40where Zechariah lived. She entered the house and greeted Elizabeth. 41At the sound of Mary’s greeting, Elizabeth’s child leaped within her, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit.

42Elizabeth gave a glad cry and exclaimed to Mary, “God has blessed you above all women, and your child is blessed. 43Why am I so honored, that the mother of my Lord should visit me? 44When I heard your greeting, the baby in my womb jumped for joy. 45You are blessed because you believed that the Lord would do what he said.”

46Mary responded, “Oh, how my soul praises the Lord. 47How my spirit rejoices in God my Savior! 48For he took notice of his lowly servant girl, and from now on all generations will call me blessed. 49For the Mighty One is holy, and he has done great things for me. 50He shows mercy from generation to generation to all who fear him. 51His mighty arm has done tremendous things! He has scattered the proud and haughty ones. 52He has brought down princes from their thrones and exalted the humble. 53He has filled the hungry with good things and sent the rich away with empty hands. 54He has helped his servant Israel and remembered to be merciful. 55For he made this promise to our ancestors, to Abraham and his children forever.”
· God was doing something amazing in Mary’s life. How would you describe her response, and what can we learn from that response?
· When we are able to see God’s work in our lives, what does that reveal about our relationship with God? When we can’t see God’s work, what does that reveal?
Read our memory verse for the day, Romans 8:28 (nlt)
And we know that God causes everything to work together for the good of those who love God and are called according to his purpose for them.

Do you think the words of this verse are more powerful to you when things are going well in life or when you’re facing problems? Why?
APPLICATION
Read Psalm 40:5 (nlt)
O Lord my God, you have performed many wonders for us. Your plans for us are too numerous to list. You have no equal. If I tried to recite all your wonderful deeds, I would never come to the end of them.

Find a quiet place where you can be alone for a few minutes, and make a list of times when God has intervened or worked in your life. Once you’ve created your list, think about how it feels to see all the times God has been present in your life and how this can encourage you in the future.

· How can you begin or continue to look for evidence of God’s work in your life?
· God instructed Moses to remind the people to celebrate all that God had done for them. What are some ways we can practically celebrate God’s work in our lives? Let’s brainstorm some ideas.
· Thinking about the list we just came up with, which ones do you already do? Which ones are new ways in which you might show praise to God?
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