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Genesis 27:1-14, 30-35, 41-45

Choose Correctly

Thinking about choices.  I recall a friend who got married at 18 after high school to a much older man.  As a freshman in college, I had a classmate that had a hard time raising a daughter by herself while going to school.  She was unable to participate in many things outside of class.  Another acquaintance got drunk and partied all the time and couldn’t sustain the 2.0 GPA required and got kicked out of the University by the end of the semester.  Another friend of mine from church married my high school friend for the wrong reasons after he graduated from Engineering and ended up divorcing her within 2 years.  The stories can go on and on.  God has a beautiful way of redeeming any story, but the point of these examples is to show how our choices dramatically impact our lives. Some are major choices we spend lots of time considering. Others are small ones we might make without even pausing. Regardless, our lives are defined by our choices. Today we are going to look at the story of Jacob and Esau, the fifth lesson in our look at Genesis. We’ll see how one choice Jacob made changed his life dramatically. Fortunately, we don’t have to make totally random choices. God is ready to help us make the right choices that help us develop more Christ-like character.
Read Genesis 27:1-14, 30-35, 41-45 (nlt)
1One day when Isaac was old and turning blind, he called for Esau, his older son, and said, “My son.”

“Yes, Father?” Esau replied.

2“I am an old man now,” Isaac said, “and I don’t know when I may die. 3Take your bow and a quiver full of arrows, and go out into the open country to hunt some wild game for me. 4Prepare my favorite dish, and bring it here for me to eat. Then I will pronounce the blessing that belongs to you, my firstborn son, before I die.”

5But Rebekah overheard what Isaac had said to his son Esau. So when Esau left to hunt for the wild game, 6she said to her son Jacob, “Listen. I overheard your father say to Esau, 7‘Bring me some wild game and prepare me a delicious meal. Then I will bless you in the Lord’s presence before I die.’ 8Now, my son, listen to me. Do exactly as I tell you. 9Go out to the flocks, and bring me two fine young goats. I’ll use them to prepare your father’s favorite dish. 10Then take the food to your father so he can eat it and bless you before he dies.”

11“But look,” Jacob replied to Rebekah, “my brother, Esau, is a hairy man, and my skin is smooth. 12What if my father touches me? He’ll see that I’m trying to trick him, and then he’ll curse me instead of blessing me.”

13But his mother replied, “Then let the curse fall on me, my son! Just do what I tell you. Go out and get the goats for me!”

14So Jacob went out and got the young goats for his mother. Rebekah took them and prepared a delicious meal, just the way Isaac liked it.
Genesis 27:30-35 (nlt)
30As soon as Isaac had finished blessing Jacob, and almost before Jacob had left his father, Esau returned from his hunt. 31Esau prepared a delicious meal and brought it to his father. Then he said, “Sit up, my father, and eat my wild game so you can give me your blessing.”

32But Isaac asked him, “Who are you?”

Esau replied, “It’s your son, your firstborn son, Esau.”

33Isaac began to tremble uncontrollably and said, “Then who just served me wild game? I have already eaten it, and I blessed him just before you came. And yes, that blessing must stand!”

34When Esau heard his father’s words, he let out a loud and bitter cry. “Oh my father, what about me? Bless me, too!” he begged.

35But Isaac said, “Your brother was here, and he tricked me. He has taken away your blessing.”

Genesis 27:41-45 (nlt)
41From that time on, Esau hated Jacob because their father had given Jacob the blessing. And Esau began to scheme: “I will soon be mourning my father’s death. Then I will kill my brother, Jacob.”

42But Rebekah heard about Esau’s plans. So she sent for Jacob and told him, “Listen, Esau is consoling himself by plotting to kill you. 43So listen carefully, my son. Get ready and flee to my brother, Laban, in Haran. 44Stay there with him until your brother cools off. 45When he calms down and forgets what you have done to him, I will send for you to come back. Why should I lose both of you in one day?”

Jacob is one of the more fascinating yet confusing characters in Scripture. His life is full of twists and turns. He makes decisions that seem selfish or even deceitful. Yet God stays faithful to his covenant with Abraham to make a great nation, and that covenant goes squarely through Jacob. Jacob’s life story provides one reminder after another that God’s ways are different than ours! It’s simply challenging to always understand how and why God chooses to deal with Jacob the way he does.

This lesson focuses on a terrible decision Jacob made—a decision that was encouraged and assisted by his mother, Rebekah. God had already told Rebekah earlier in her pregnancy that the promise given to Abraham would pass through Jacob (the younger brother) not Esau (Genesis 25:23 “And the Lord said to her: ‘Two nations are in your womb, two peoples shall be separated from your body; One people shall be stronger than the other, and the older shall serve the younger’). Knowing this, Rebekah sees an opportunity to force God’s promise by fooling her aged and half-blind husband, Isaac. Jacob foolishly agrees with only a mild protest—one that is based more on getting caught, not on the morality of the situation (Genesis 27:11-12).
What we see in Genesis 27 is an example of making a choice based on an outcome that is seemingly in line with God’s will. God had made Rebekah a promise. She and Jacob were simply acting in order to bring about that promise—right? The only problem is that the decision itself was wrong. Before we judge Rebekah and Jacob, of course, we must understand how common this thinking is.

Teenagers live this reality all the time. They tell white lies because they think they are protecting a friend. They gossip knowing it will get back to the individual, when they should simply go to him or her personally. They speed to get somewhere on time. They cheat to pass a test. They demonstrate the same behavior in a million different ways each day. And let’s be honest: Adults do this, too.

The problem with this, of course, is that we are called to be holy, to live righteously. We are called to live as Christ himself lived. First Peter 1:15-16 says this: But now you must be holy in everything you do, just as God who chose you is holy. For the Scriptures say, “You must be holy because I am holy.” God wants us to do what is right in every circumstance. We are called to be salt and light (Matthew 5:13-15), to stand out in the world as people who live differently. The decisions we make—the big ones and the little ones, the public ones and the private ones—reveal to the world that we are Christ-followers. Choosing what is right is in our spiritual DNA.

Let’s examine some important ideas about right choices and wrong choices.
1. Choose to do right regardless of the outcome

· How many of you have brothers or sisters? What issues seem to create the biggest conflicts in your sibling relationships?
· What’s the worst trick you’ve ever pulled on a sibling—or the worst one that’s been pulled on you?
· In Genesis 25:23, God made this promise to Rebekah: “The sons in your womb will become two nations. From the very beginning, the two nations will be rivals. One nation will be stronger than the other; and your older son will serve your younger son.” In other words God’s promise to Abraham to make a great nation would continue through Abraham’s younger grandson, not the older. How do you think this promise influenced Rebekah’s decision to have Jacob trick his father?
· Jacob could have and should have resisted Rebekah’s plan. Why is it often hard to resist someone who is leading you to make a choice you know is not right?
· Rebekah probably saw the outcome of her plan as a positive one; she was simply going about her own way of making God’s promise come true. Can you think of some examples of choices that are wrong but have seemingly good outcomes? (The utilitarian “end justifies the means”.)
· Why is it important to make the right choices (and right “means”) regardless of the outcome?
We sometimes make choices we know are wrong because the outcome seems positive. We cheat on a test because we need to get a good grade. We tell a lie because we think we are protecting someone from a truth that might be hurtful. God is the standard for good. When we make the right choices, we honor God with our lives. When we make the wrong choices, regardless of the outcome, we go against God and his ways.
2. Wrong choices negatively impacts others, not just us
· How are our wrong decisions often selfishly motivated? Give some examples.
· Think of a time when someone made a wrong choice that had a negative impact on you. How did that make you feel?
· If people know that you are a Christ-follower, how might your influence be impacted if you make a wrong choice that hurts them? 
· How did Jacob’s wrong choice hurt his brother and his father?  And his mother?
We forget it sometimes, but usually we aren’t the only victims of our sin. When we make wrong choices that impact others, we act in a very selfish way. We show that our concerns are more important than others. Unfortunately, this violates some pretty important commands in Scripture about how we ought to treat others. Doing right is always the best choice—even though it isn’t always the easy choice. It can require courage to make solid decisions and to have tough conversations. In most cases, choosing God’s way will ensure that others are protected from negative consequences. But even if choosing right seems to negatively impact others, we can be assured that in the long run, God has a plan that will actually bring about good for us and for them.

3. Right choices align us with God’s character and will

· If we choose well, how does that align us with Jesus and the way he lived his life? 
· When you think about the impact your life has on the world around you, what impact does being identified with Christ and His ways have?

God desires that you choose the right way in every circumstance.  Is this because he wants you to be better than others—or to look like a self-righteous know-it-all?  Nope.  It’s because God is holy in every way. He sent His son, Jesus, to live a holy life in order to make us holy through His sacrifice. And living a holy life—in other words, a life that seeks good instead of bad—is a way of identifying ourselves with God through Christ. When we do this, we influence and impact the world around us. By choosing good, we show the world we belong to Christ.
Joshua 24:15 “And if it seems evil to you to serve the LORD, choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you dwell.  But as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.”
· Read Joshua 24:15. Like Joshua told the Israelites thousands of years ago, we all must make a choice. We must choose to serve God or choose not to. Why is there no “in between”? Why can’t we sometimes choose to serve God and sometimes choose not to?
· What is at stake in choosing right over wrong—choosing God over our own interests or the interests of the world?
1 Peter 1:14-16 “as obedient children, not conforming yourselves to the former lusts, as in your ignorance; but as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, because it is written, ‘Be holy, for I am holy.’”

· Read 1 Peter 1:14-16. What does this passage say about our choices and our motives?
Matthew 5:13-15 “You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, how shall it be seasoned?  It is then good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot by men.  You are the light of the world.  A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden.  Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it give light to all who are in the house.”

· Read Matthew 5:13-15. These verses touch on the result of our good choices. What does being “salt and light” have to do with whether we choose to do right or wrong?
APPLICATION

Can you remember a time when you chose to do the right thing even when choosing the wrong thing would have worked out better for you?

How did it work out for you in the long run?

The outcome really should have very little bearing on our decisions; we are called to choose right because we are Christ-followers who love God and desire to honor God in every area of life.

Have there been times when you have not chosen rightly?

For example, being cut throat and unhelpful to others so that you get the best grade and all the awards.  Compromising your values so you can be accepted in the right clique of friends.  How did you feel in the end?  About yourself?  About the person you’ve become in the process?

Fortunately for us, God is a forgiving God, a God of second chances.  I challenge you to look at your past mistakes and learn from them.  I urge you to commit to choosing rightly because of your love for God and commitment to God, regardless of how the outcome might be. 

MEMORY VERSE

But now you must be holy in everything you do, just as God who chose you is holy. For the Scriptures say, “You must be holy because I am holy” (1 Peter 1:15-16 NLT).
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