1/29/12
Trouble in Paradise

Genesis 3:1-13, 22-24

We began our lesson today by asking for a volunteer to do something for me.  Choosing David who was sitting next to me, I whispered my request into his ear. After I told him the secret, I asked him if he was able to understand me.  He assured me he did.  Then he completed the task that I asked (to take a picture of the group with his cell phone). Then asked for another volunteer to complete a similar task—but this time, there’s a twist: Courtney had to step outside of our youth room in the hallway.  Once she was outside of the room, I quietly said what I wanted her to do (but not loud enough for Courtney to actually hear me).  Then I asked her to come back into our room.  When she returned, I asked if she heard my request to dance like a fairy—the answer was no, of course, because of the distance and barrier between her and me.

· Why couldn’t Courtney hear me when I told asked her to do something for me?

· Was this a surprise to anyone? Did anyone in here really think that my request could be heard from outside the room?

· How was this demonstration similar to the separation we experience with God because of sin?

· What evidence do we have in the Bible that God does indeed lead and direct our lives? Where have you seen God doing this before with a person from Scripture?

· As we consider what it means to obey God and follow his direction, how important is it to be able to hear God? Explain your answer.

In this lesson we’re going to talk about what it means to be led by God, to be a part of God’s plan, and to have our lives directed by God. But as we saw in this activity, we cannot obey instructions that we cannot hear—we cannot obey God’s leading if we cannot hear him. Just like the distance and the walls of this room served as a barrier between Courtney and me, our sin creates a barrier between us and God, and that barrier sometimes prevents us from truly living our lives for God’s glory. Today we’ll see exactly how this works and what we can do about it.

Read Genesis 3:1-13, 22-24

Genesis 3:1-13 (nlt)
1The serpent was the shrewdest of all the wild animals the Lord God had made. One day he asked the woman, “Did God really say you must not eat the fruit from any of the trees in the garden?”

2“Of course we may eat fruit from the trees in the garden,” the woman replied. 

3“It’s only the fruit from the tree in the middle of the garden that we are not allowed to eat. God said, ‘You must not eat it or even touch it; if you do, you will die.’”

4“You won’t die!” the serpent replied to the woman. 5“God knows that your eyes will be opened as soon as you eat it, and you will be like God, knowing both good and evil.”

6The woman was convinced. She saw that the tree was beautiful and its fruit looked delicious, and she wanted the wisdom it would give her. So she took some of the fruit and ate it. Then she gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it, too. 7At that moment their eyes were opened, and they suddenly felt shame at their nakedness. So they sewed fig leaves together to cover themselves.

8When the cool evening breezes were blowing, the man and his wife heard the Lord God walking about in the garden. So they hid from the Lord God among the trees. 9Then the Lord God called to the man, “Where are you?”

10He replied, “I heard you walking in the garden, so I hid. I was afraid because I was naked.”

11“Who told you that you were naked?” the Lord God asked. “Have you eaten from the tree whose fruit I commanded you not to eat?”

12The man replied, “It was the woman you gave me who gave me the fruit, and I ate it.”

13Then the Lord God asked the woman, “What have you done?”

“The serpent deceived me,” she replied. “That’s why I ate it.”
Genesis 3:22-24 (nlt)
22Then the Lord God said, “Look, the human beings have become like us, knowing both good and evil. What if they reach out, take fruit from the tree of life, and eat it? Then they will live forever!” 23So the Lord God banished them from the Garden of Eden, and he sent Adam out to cultivate the ground from which he had been made. 24After sending them out, the Lord God stationed mighty cherubim to the east of the Garden of Eden. And he placed a flaming sword that flashed back and forth to guard the way to the tree of life.
Here we pick up the creation narrative at a point where Adam and Eve are living in God’s created world. There is no want or need that God has not met. Adam and Eve are perfectly cared for in the Garden. Furthermore, they get to literally walk and talk with God in relationship. Things could not be any better.


But then Adam and Eve are tempted by the serpent, they make the choice to sin, and God discovers that they have disobeyed his only real command. This disobedience is the first act of rebellion against a perfectly good God. God has no choice but to punish Adam and Eve for their sin and remove them from the Garden, thus, separating them from him in a physical way.

This act of original sin created physical separation between God and humanity, but it also created a spiritual separation. This separation has affected humanity ever since. Because God is perfectly good (Psalm 25:8), he cannot tolerate our sin. In fact, God hates sin (Psalm 11:5). Because sin is rebellion against the perfect life giver, the only just punishment is death (Romans 6:23). If it weren’t for Jesus’ atoning sacrifice on the cross to pay this penalty of death for us, sin’s separation would be permanent (1 John 2:2). Because of God’s grace, we can have life through Christ (Ephesians 2:1-5).

While we are saved from the eternal punishment of our sins through faith in Christ, our sin habits still serve as a barrier of sorts, keeping us from being as effective as we could and should be. It’s not just that we sin. It’s that in too many of our lives, we let sin become habitual. It is this kind of sin habit that this lesson will seek to address in our lives. Unchecked sin can be very damaging but we will see how dealing with this pattern of sin can enable us to be more powerfully used in God’s plan.

Let’s take a look at how Adam and Eve’s decision to sin affected them and how it still affects us today.

1. God wants to use us in big ways to impact the world
· Dream big for a moment: If you could do something significant for God that would change the world, what would you do, and why?

· What stands in your way of achieving that big dream for God? What barriers keep you from realizing the God-given potential you have to reach people for God?
· Think about your life right now. Where are the biggest opportunities for you to make an impact in the world around you?
· God designed the church to be a group of people who share his life-changing love and grace with the world. What are the main ways you see this being accomplished in your life, in our youth group, and in our church?
· What are some practical examples of how you and your friends can make a difference in God’s name, in our community?
At the time of Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection, around 30 AD, Christianity was a localized movement. Not too many people outside of ancient Palestine had heard of Jesus, much less devoted their lives to following him. But by the time John the Apostle wrote Revelation at the end of the first century, Christianity had spread throughout the Roman Empire, reaching much of present-day Europe and parts of Africa and Asia. How did this happen? The Holy Spirit empowered individual people to advance God’s kingdom by sharing the good news of Jesus through their lives and words. And people are still God’s plan to share his love and grace with the world. You are God’s plan!
2. Our sin habits can keep us from making the kind of impact God desires
· When we commit the same sins over and over again, what does it say to God about our character? What does it say about how seriously we take God and the Bible?

· How did Adam and Eve’s choice affect their ability to impact the world?
· Unfortunately, because of Adam and Eve’s choice, perfection is unattainable. But while we’ll never be without sin, what should our attitude be toward sin?
· How does it make you feel when someone does something wrong to you?
· Why do you think our sin makes us feel distant from God?
Let’s make it clear: Jesus has saved us from the penalty of our sins. On the cross, Christ paid the price our sin deserves. Romans 10:9 says this: If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. We are saved from our sins by faith in God’s grace. However, when we continue to have habits or patterns of sin in our lives—in other words, sins we commit over and over again—this keeps us from hearing and following God as well as we could. We’ll never be perfect, but when we let sin dominate our lives, we won’t be as close to God as when we are living obediently. God wants to use us. God will use us. And God does not need us to be perfect to use us. But God does want us to live as people who have been set free from sin.

3. To make the maximum impact for God, abandon habits or patterns of sin
· Give us some examples of habits, both good and bad. How do you build a habit?
· What are some examples of sin habits that are common for teenagers—a kind or type of sin that someone does over and over again?
· Why is it important to make every effort to live free from sin? Why is giving in to sin such a poor or destructive option?
Imagine you met a guy who was a convicted robber. This guy had done it all: electronic theft, identify theft, check forgery, bank robbery—you name it. You wouldn’t give this guy the account number and password to your parent’s online checking account and ask him to protect it for you, right? Someone who steals isn’t the kind of person you need for your task. If we live with sin habits in our lives, giving in to the same sins over-and-over, we show God that we are not serious about him or his mission. And our sin will keep us from being used as we could be. To live with ultimate purpose, we have to get rid of any habitual sin in our lives. Then we pave the way for God to use us in even more dynamic ways.

1 John 1:5-7 “This is the message which we have heard from Him and declare to you, that God is light and in Him is no darkness at all.  If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth.  But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.”
· Read 1 John 1:5-7. What does John say about people who say they follow Christ but still are completely living sinful lives?

· Do we have to be perfect to be used by God? Why or why not?

· What’s the difference between occasional sins and mistakes we will inevitably make because we are humans, and a pattern or habit of sin in our lives?

1 John 1:8-9 “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”

· Read 1 John 1:8-9. Based on these verses, is it a surprise to God that we are sinners? What should our response be to the sin in our lives?

· We know that God hates sin. We know that sin creates a barrier between God and people. What does Jesus do for the guilt our sin causes? 

· How does our being righteous in God’s sight pave the way for God to use our lives in awesome ways to make a difference in this world for him?

We will never be free from sin. It’s pretty much our inheritance from Adam and Eve. And it stinks. But Jesus restores us to a right relationship with God through his death on the cross. He lived a perfect life therefore he was a perfect sacrifice. Jesus’ death on the cross paid our debt, making us pure and righteous in God’s eyes. We are simply called to do our best with God’s help to live the life we are supposed to live, giving ourselves to be used by God. God wants our love and devotion. In return, God promises to use our lives for his glory. That’s a pretty cool trade-off!

APPLICATION

· If you took an honest look at your life and evaluated the areas where you struggle, do you see any areas where you are guilty of a habit or pattern of sin?
· What would it take for you to break that pattern?
· What would it feel like to be free from the way this sin makes you feel?
· How do you think God might be able to use you more powerfully if this sin habit weren’t controlling you?
We brainstormed on the dry erase board a list of common sin habits that 21st century teenagers face.

Then we brainstormed some real, practical ways a teenager could break the habits of these sins.  You guys came up with some great solutions.  Let’s implement them this week.

(BTW, if any of you are struggling with anything on the list we made together, or another sin habit not on the list, I will be available to listen and talk privately about how to experience freedom in that area.)
[Silent prayer.  This will be a good time to reflect where you can confess to God any pattern or habit of sin.  God is forgiving.  He will cleanse you of your sins and restore you if you seek His forgiveness.  The Holy Spirit empowers you to live God-honoring lives.  Rely on the Spirit’s power to enable you to overcome any sin habit]

Memory verse:

“For God made Christ, who never sinned, to be the offering for our sin, so that we could be made right with God through Christ.” (2 Corinthians 5:21 NLT)
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